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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Safeguarding our students and security at King Edward VII Upper School site 
 
I am writing this letter to share some very important information with you that affects 
students, staff and governors at King Edward VII School. I am also asking for your 
support as parents and carers.  
 
The Upper School site is an open site because it does not have gates or a perimeter 
fence to stop anyone (unauthorised people) from walking through the site or from 
parking on the site.  In the past gates existed to keep students safe.  
 
On a daily basis: 
 

 people walk through the site as a short cut from Glossop Road to Newbould 
Lane even during break and lunch times when our students are outside 

 people who work at local businesses and the hospital park on the site 

 people who have appointments at the hospital park on the site 

 Swimming Pool users, across the age range, park on the site (the pool does 
not belong to King Edward VII School) 

 Swimming Pool staff park on the site 

 members of staff at the School, governors and particularly our Facilities 
Manager and Buildings Officers are subjected to verbal abuse and 
confrontational behaviour on a regular basis by individuals trying to park on 
the site 

 site staff have to ask homeless people to leave the site in the morning before 
students and staff arrive 

 
Furthermore:  
 

 the key holder for Upper School is at risk because they are often called out 
during the evening to attend the site because of intruders 

 there is no protection for our Grade II* Listed Building 
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 during every School holiday we have a letting that offers childcare for 4 to 12 
year olds that use the building and the grounds for activities and it is essential 
that they are kept safe whilst on the School premises 

 
The School has a Statutory Duty to keep children and young people safe from any 
potential harm and it is essential that I am able to do this with the support of the 
Governing Body.  To this end, I have been working to secure the Upper School site 
since the spring of 2017. 
 
Recognising that the Swimming Pool users park on our site, I arranged to meet with 
the Trustees and Manager of the Pool in June 2017 to discuss: 
 

 safeguarding our students and access to the School premises 

 securing the Upper School site and the reasons why 

 the plans for securing the site 

 how we could work together to meet the needs of the School while 
recognising the needs of the Swimming Pool 

 
Further meetings took place with the Trustees and Manager of the Swimming Pool to 
move the plan forward.  The School submitted a Planning Application to the City 
Council and the only area that the School needed to review related to the style of the 
gates which need to reflect the Grade II* Listed Building Status.  The City planners 
suggested a company that could be approached to obtain a quotation for the work.  
 
At the last meeting with the Trustees, it was my understanding that there was an 
agreement in principle that Swimming Pool users could park on site at agreed times 
outside of School hours for a small charge (£1.00 was suggested) when the gates 
had been installed. This charge would help to meet the servicing and maintenance 
costs of the site used by Swimming Pool users. Given the Charitable Trust and the 
Swimming Pool have enjoyed many years of free service and free parking from the 
School a small contribution from a now profitable Charity would only be fair. A similar 
charge will be applied to other users in the future as part of our lettings to various 
groups. 
 
In light of the above, I am somewhat surprised and very disappointed to learn that 
the Trustees of the Swimming Pool and their associates have consulted with and 
lobbied City Council Officers and Cabinet Members to exert pressure to keep the 
School as an open site, particularly for the benefit of the Swimming Pool and its 
users, and this could jeopardise our Planning Application to secure the site. The 
commercial interests of the Swimming Pool are being put before the safety of our 
students, staff and governors and this cannot happen.  
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Additionally, it would be helpful for you to know that: 
 

 staff who have to travel between Upper School and Lower School each day to 
teach lessons struggle to park at Upper School when they arrive because of 
unauthorised parking which creates unnecessary stress for staff and they end 
up being late for lessons 

 the School has calendared events such as Open Evenings and Information 
Evenings and our parents/carers often find it impossible to park on site 
because parking spaces are taken by unauthorised users, including those 
using the Swimming Pool 

 many staff and students do not leave the site until 5.30pm-6.00pm 

 the School has a number of lettings most evenings and the number of 
authorised users increases at this time and they find it very difficult to park on 
the site which potentially impacts on our efforts to generate income to support 
our students and the School; Swimming Pool users do not contribute anything 
to the success of the School but they do benefit from free parking 

 alternative parking exists on the surrounding roads and at the relatively new 
car park a short walk down Glossop Road 

 
How can you support your School? 
 
You can support your School in the following ways: 
 

 support the School’s Planning Application CLICK HERE TO COMMENT ON 
THE PLANNING APPLICATION 

 contact your local MP and share your views; the safety of our students must 
come before the commercial needs and profits of the Swimming Pool 

 contact King Edward VII School if you can offer support in other ways e.g. 
organising a petition; providing legal guidance. 

 
In the interim, I will be extending a further invitation to the Trustees of the Swimming 
Pool to meet with me at King Edward VII School in an attempt to find common 
ground and a sensible solution.  King Edward VII School is a community centred and 
community based School and it is essential that this ethos is maintained for the 
benefit of all our users. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Linda Gooden 
Headteacher 

https://planningapps.sheffield.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=P5OPKJNYH8X00
https://planningapps.sheffield.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=P5OPKJNYH8X00

