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The  Sixth Form at King Edward VII School has high aspirations for its students. 

Our aim is to ensure that students are able to achieve their potential and to  

progress to the next stage of their careers. The demands on students have     

increased significantly in recent years—students and teachers will work          

together in partnership to help students succeed. 

 

What students can expect from King Edward VII School: 

 Experienced teachers who enable students to achieve their potential. In 2017 58% of       

students obtained A*- B grades, and 98.5% of all exam entries were graded E or better. 

 A dedicated learning environment. 

 Facilities for independent learning including the library, ILC and break-out spaces. 

 Weekly voluntary exam/question practice sessions in the hall. 

 Support for learning. 

 Support using Impact Reports for students struggling to organise their work. 

 Support if students are struggling to cope or finding school difficult for some reason. 

 Guidance and support for university and apprenticeship applications.  
 

What we expect from our students: 

 Enthusiasm for learning and a willingness to engage. 

 Students should attend and be punctual for all timetabled lessons and apply  

        themselves to achieve their potential. 

 Students should use their non-contact time productively to develop their understanding 

and to complete extra work. 

 Students should attend registration and ensure that they are well informed about what is 

happening in school. 

 Students should show respect to staff and to other students—and that they do not act in an 

anti-social manner. 

 Students should respect the school and the facilities provided. 

 Students should remember that they are the senior students and set an example. 

 Students should dress appropriately for the school environment. 

 Part-time work is encouraged but this should be at a reasonable level so as not to impact 

negatively on school work. It should not arranged in school time. 

 Students need to ensure that they do not book holidays in school time and that                 

appointments and driving lessons are arranged outside their lesson times.  

University and other Post 18 options—guidance   
 

Being in the Sixth Form is stimulating and exciting— a time for development  

and for determining what you plan to do next. Sixth Form is about realising 

your potential, learning how to learn and gaining the results that you need. 

Around 80% of students typically apply to university through the UCAS system, 

but many students prefer to apply for apprenticeships or degree apprentice-

ships. Others may apply to art foundation courses. 

We offer you a number of opportunities to enable you to do this. 

 Careers advice is available through an appointment system with a profes-

sional careers advisor who can offer independent advice and guidance. 

 UCAS personal statement writing workshop. How to sell yourself  to              

universities and get the place you want. This day is combined with a visit to 

the UCAS convention at the Sheffield Arena. 

 Targeted support for Oxbridge applicants, Medics, Vets and Dentists.             

This includes accompanied visits to universities and practice interviews. 

 UCAS Evening for parents– information for parents to support students in    

their applications. 

 Support for the application process from experienced staff.  The school has 

recently purchased the Unifrog online platform which enables students to 

fully explore university and apprenticeship opportunities—as well as 

providing the framework for the production of personal statements,       

references and CVs. 

 

You need to remember... 

 Your applications are only as good as you are. Make sure that you have 

done everything to keep ahead of the game. Good results—first time.     

Evidence of independent learning. Good attendance and application.     

Take part in extra-curricular activities. Become a school Ambassador. 

 The process is very time-consuming. Be patient. We need to ensure that 

you have the best reference possible – this takes time. 

 Only apply for courses that you want to do, that accept students with the 

grades you are predicted and are in places where you want to spend the 

next three years.  
 

Super curricular activities 

We particularly encourage students to explore and undertake academic work 

related to their A Level or potential university courses. Not only does this show 

initiative and commitment but can also engender a genuine interest in a new 

area of study. Enrolling for a short online course (MOOC) supervised by a     

university, is one way of doing this—they are often free. Unifrog also offers a 

platform to research and enrol onto these courses. We would also support      

students taking advantage of work experience opportunities—as long as this 

involves no more than one week of school time. 

 



  Becoming an effective  student at  

King Edward VII School 
 

The first few weeks 

When you have received your GCSE results you will be able to contact school by email 

to check that you can study the subjects you wish to and to confirm your place in the 

sixth form. You will be sent a letter inviting you to enrol in the first week of Septem-

ber—this will involve an individual meeting to discuss your results and the subjects you 

have chosen. It is sometimes possible to change subjects but this depends on whether 

there is space. We recognize that it is essential that students are on the right courses 

and we spend a great deal of time and effort with students to make sure this is the 

case. For this reason we suggest that for most students it makes sense to start the year 

studying 4 subjects—they can then drop to 3 in the subsequent weeks or months once 

they are absolutely sure of their final choices. 
 

Induction Days take place on the Thursday and Friday of the first week following      

enrolment. Students are likely to have come from as many as 40 different schools so 

these sessions are really helpful in helping students to feel welcome and settled. The   

Friday session is subject focused and is based at the University of Sheffield. 
 

Post 16 study 

Studying for A Levels and BTECs is very different from studying GCSEs. You are able to 

select subjects to study which interest you, are linked to further study and perhaps to 

your future career. This is an exciting opportunity. There are a number of key things 

that you need to be aware of to ensure that you make the best of your opportunities: 

 All the subjects that you chose to study have their own disciplines.  The focus is not 

on what you know but how you use what you know. You will be given, and need to 

do, lots of practice in examination style questions. 

 You will be expected to take responsibility for your own learning. You will need to 

discuss issues with teachers if you don’t understand something and you will need 

to ask for, and discover, extra material to develop your understanding. 

 You will be expected to work hard. Subjects will set homework which must be  

completed and handed in for marking and constructive feedback. You should be 

aiming to complete around 4 hours of work a week, per subject outside of class. 

 You will need to learn and revise all of the material in your chosen subjects, but to 

access top grades you will also need to develop a very clear writing style and skills 

of analysis. This takes practice and the ability to learn from mistakes. 

Whilst studying at Post 16 is hard work it is also very rewarding. Students are enthusi-

astic, involved and inspired by their experiences and by their teachers.   

Studying on BTEC courses 
The new BTECs are worth the same as A Levels and include challenging examinations 

which must be passed in order to gain the qualification. About 60% of the work is 

coursework, with typically 3 or 4 assignments for each unit.  To comply with strict exam 

board regulations students must hand in this work to meet the published deadlines -

otherwise they are unlikely to complete the course. Work is only allowed to be         

resubmitted once. 

 

 

Key Post 16 staff 
 

Head of Post 16  

 Mr J Twyman 
 

Assistant Head of Post 16 

 Mr S Cooke 

 

Year Leaders 
 

 Mr D Kirkup 

 Dr J Hanson 

 Mr T Hutchinson 

 

Senior Admin Officer: 

 Mrs Kim Sawtell 

 

Attendance Support: 

 Mrs Chris Sykes 

Year 12 calendar 
 

October 
Settling in review—this helps 
identify students at risk of failure 
or who haven’t yet adapted to    
A Level study. 
 

December 
Review 1—sent home to parents 
and discussed with students in 
lessons.   
 

January 
Formal assessments. 
 

February 
Review 2—sent home to parents 
and discussed with students in 
lessons.  Final A Level grades  
predicted for the first time. 
Joint Consultation Evening. 

June 
Formal internal trial exams. 
 

July 
Review 3—sent home to parents 
and discussed with students in 
lessons. Enrolment into Year 13. 

 
Year 13 calendar 
 

September 
Progression review—estimated 
grades generated and used in 
UCAS references. 
 

December 
Review 4—sent home to parents 
and discussed with students in 
lessons.   
Joint Consultation Evening. 
 

January 
Formal internal trial exams.   
BTEC external examinations. 
 

February 
Review 5—sent home to parents 
and discussed with students in 
lessons.   
 

April 
Review 6—sent home to parents 
and discussed with students in 
lessons. Final estimates of likely    
A Level grades. 
 

May/June 
External A Level and BTEC        
examinations 

 Support, stretch and challenge 
 

Success requires being able to take responsibility for learning—students need to 

demonstrate that they are independent learners and have the discipline of good 

attendance and application in order to succeed. 
 

EPQ (Extended Project Qualification) 

We encourage all students to do an EPQ. The Extended Project Qualification       

enables you to research a topic of your choice. You will have a schedule of           

preparatory lessons which underpin the key elements of independent learning.  

The choice of topic is yours but should be linked to what you want to do next and 

be outside of the subject specifications which you are studying. You will have an     

individual supervisor and you will make a presentation of your findings. 
 

MAP programme 

Not all students find the transition from GCSE easy. For some this is a question of 

the courses they have studied at GCSE, for others it may be language difficulties or 

organisational problems. We have a developed MAP programme. My Achievement 

Project structures targeted support for students who have been identified in the 

Review process as needing support to enable them to achieve their potential. The 

MAP sessions are for small group work (sometimes one to one) and are held in  

non-contact periods or at lunch-time. Participation is voluntary but expected where 

students are identified as under-performing. 
 

Support if you are struggling to cope or finding school difficult 

for some reason 

The two years spent in the Sixth Form are often some of the most difficult for     

students in terms of their personal lives. Sometimes the pressures and demands 

are beyond what the student can cope with and undermine their ability to achieve. 

Mr Hutchinson has a dedicated support role to help students in this position to 

manage their difficulties. He will work with students, teachers and parents and can 

call on the additional expertise of external agencies. If it makes sense we may offer 

a student the opportunity to complete their studies over 3 years. 

Opportunities  

The range and number of opportunities for Post 16 students to expand their 

knowledge and experience whilst in the sixth form is truly extraordinary. This is 

partly due to our location, in a big city and close to two top universities.  

 Subject-based summer schools and lecture programmes at universities all round the 

country, including Oxford and Cambridge. 

 Subject taster days (for example access to Medicine days). 

 SOAMS and other university outreach schemes. 

 Work experience (for example, 2 students at JP Morgan in London, last year). 

 Enrolling to use the university libraries. 

Students are emailed on a weekly basis the details of the latest opportunities 

offered by universities, educational charities and companies. 


