
Keywords and Musical Terms 

Rhythm & Metre  Minim   Soprano  Polyphonic 

Harmony & Tonality Crotchet  Alto   Homophonic 

Texture and Melody Quaver  Tenor   Composition 

Timbre & Dynamics Semiquaver  Bass   Improvisation 

Structure & Form  Triplet   Raga   Silence 

Pulse    Tuplet   Polyrhythm  Verse 

Tempo   Free Rhythm Cross Rhythm Chorus 

Pitch    Syncopation  Compound  Strophic 

Duration   Crescendo  Simple  Binary Form 

Accompaniment  Diminuendo  Regular  Ternary Form 

Chromatic   Forte   Irregular  Rondo 

Major    Piano   Augmentation Sonata Form 

Minor    Accelerando  Diminution  Sequence 

Modal    Rallentando  Hemiola  Cadence 

Atonal   Allegro  Rubato  Ornament 

Pentatonic   Andante  Pedal   Tonic 

Semibreve   Adagio  Diatonic  Dominant 

Command Words 

Explain   Justify   Demonstrate 

Describe   Review   Share 

Evaluate   Suggest   Present 

Assess   Compare   Perform 

Discuss   Respond   Compose 

Analyse   Develop   Appraise 

Refine   Identify   Annotate 

Improvise   Discard   Discriminate 

More Musical Terms 

Scale   Accent   Pizzicato  Drum Fill  Solo 

Arpeggio  Bar    Coda/Codetta Canon  Monophonic 

Antiphonal  Added Note   Muted   Falsetto  Theme 

Alberti Bass  Blue Note   Concerto  Glissando  Variations 

Acciaccatura Cadenza   Symphony  Middle 8  Whole Tone 

Appoggiatura Broken Chord  Conjunct  Inversion  Semitone 

Trill   BPM    Disjunct  Modulation  Phrasing 

Mordent  Double Stopping  Consonant  Ostinato  Dotted Note 

Turn   Call & Response  Dissonant  Octaves  Triad 

Passing Note Con Arco   Drone   Unison  6th Chord 

Written Appraisals 

What instruments / voice settings did you use? 

Describe the structure of the piece 

Identify the strengths of your composition 

Suggest improvements that could be made 

Questions to consider before starting to compose 

Why are you composing it? 

What GENRE will it be in? 

How will your composition be STRUCTURED? 

What INSTRUMENTS/VOICES are you going to compose for? 

What are your chosen instruments good at playing? 

What TONALITY are you going to use? MAJOR? MINOR? MODAL? ATONAL? 

What TIME SIGNATURE are you going to use? REGULAR? IRREGULAR? 

Always compose in PHRASES or MOTIFS as these can be developed later in the composition 


