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Naming and stating 

facts, basic 
description 

 

Basic description 
and explanation 

 

Clear description 
and explanation 

 

Detailed description 
and explanation 

Sustained, detailed 
description, analysis 

and explanation 
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environment 

environmental  

government  

plate boundaries  

pollution  

precipitation  

social  
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 height  relief           scale 

 direction  grid reference 

 

Annotate Add notes or labels to a diagram to explain what it 
shows 

Compare Look for ways in which features or places are the 
same or different 

Complete Add to a diagram, table or paragraph by drawing, 
shading, selecting the correct word or adding a label 
to finish it off 

Contrast Look for differences between places or features  
 

Define Explain what a geographical term means 
 

Describe Give details about what something means or shows 
 

Discuss Give a longer answer that usually gives arguments 
for and against a statement or decision 

Explain Give reasons 
 

Identify Name, locate or recognise a feature, usually from a 
map, photograph or diagram 

Refer to evidence Provide specific details from a resource in 
the exam paper such as a map, graph or photograph 

Refer to an example Provide specific details from a case study 
 

State Give accurate details usually from a photograph, 
map or diagram 

Study  Look at a resource carefully and say what it shows  
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