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In recent years the amount of coursework/controlled assessment that students are required to complete has decreased.  There have also been some significant changes to GCSE.

This booklet contains an outline of the assessment requirements for each course we offer at King Edward VII School and some background information about the changes to GCSE that will affect the students.

Details of specific assessment deadlines are published in the Assessment and Events Calendar available on the MLE and as a link from the School website www.kes.sheffield.co.uk

















 
	SUBJECT
	COURSE DESCRIPTION

	
Art & Design
GCSE

 

 
	
In Art at GCSE you are encouraged to work in a range of two and three dimensional media (including digital processes) over the duration of a one 
Year or two year course.

The one year course is 5 lessons per week.
The two year course is 2 or 3 lessons per week.

We explore and research the work of a variety of artists and craftspeople and this will inspire your own ideas.  The main areas we focus on are:

Drawing – pencil, charcoal, pastels, pen, chalk etc., in a range of styles and scales.
Digital Photography – supported by development work using Photoshop CS4.
Painting – acrylic, watercolour and poster colour techniques.
Printmaking – intaglio (etching) and monoprint.
3D – includes construction techniques (card or mdf) and ceramics.

The exam board (AQA) asks for a portfolio of work that represents the best aspects of what you have produced over the course.  This coursework portfolio accounts for 60% of the overall award.

The examination unit is started in the second half of the course – you have to respond to one of a series of questions set by the exam board.  Preparation work is coursework based; a final piece of work is produced in exam conditions over 10 hours.  This ‘examination’ unit as a whole accounts for 40% of the overall award.

Assessment

Coursework           60% of the final grade
Examination          40% of the final grade


	
Business & Economics
GCSE


 


	
What will students learn?

They will start by exploring the world of small businesses through the lens of an entrepreneur.  How and why do business ideas come about?  What makes a successful business?  They will learn how to develop an idea and turn it into a successful business.

Students will understand how to make a business effective, manage money and see how the economy around us affects small businesses and all the people involved.  Then students will move on to investigating business growth.  How does a business develop beyond the start-up phase?   Students will learn about key business concepts and issues and decisions you need to make when growing a business and working in a global business.

Students will learn about meeting customer needs, making marketing, operational, financial and human resourcing decisions and as well as exploring how the wider world impacts the business as it grows.

There are 2 exams in Year 11 summer:
Paper 1   50%
Paper 2   50%  
    

	SUBJECT
	COURSE DESCRIPTION

	
Computer Science



 

 

	
The course will give students a real, in-depth understanding of how computer technology works. Students will no doubt be familiar with the use of computers and other related technology from their other subjects and elsewhere. However, the course will give them an insight into what goes on ‘behind the scenes’, including computer programming, which many students find absorbing. 

Students learn:
· Critical thinking, analysis and problem-solving skills through the study of computer programming. For many students, it’ll be a fun and interesting way to develop these skills, which can be transferred to other subjects and even applied in day-to-day life.

Component 01 – focuses on Computer Systems and is similar in style to the old A451 unit.  It is an examined unit and makes up 40% of the assessment total.  

Component 02 – Computational Thinking, Algorithms and Programming.
This is a new written exam, focused on computational thinking and algorithms.  Students will be tested on the elements of computational thinking and logic.  They are principally assessed as to their ability to write, correct and improve algorithms.

Component 03 – Programming Project.  This component is the non-exam assessment where candidates will be challenged by a range of exciting and engaging tasks to apply the knowledge and skills they have learned.  Our Computer Science qualification will, above all else, be relevant to the modern and changing world of computer science. Computer Science is a practical subject where learners can apply the knowledge and skills learned in the classroom to real-world problems.  It is an intensely creative subject that involves invention and excitement.  Our Computer Science GCSE will value computational thinking, helping learners to develop the skills to solve problems and design systems that do so.  These skills will be the best preparation for learners who want to go on to study Computer Science at AS or A Level and beyond.  The qualification will also provide a good grounding for other subject areas that require computational thinking and analytical skills.  

Assessment  
Examination Unit 1:  40% of final grade – Examination at the end of Y11.

Examination Unit 2:  40% of final grade – Examination at the end of Y11.

Programming Project 03/04:  20% of final grade – One piece started in Y11, finished by January of Y11. 









	SUBJECT

	COURSE DESCRIPTION

	IT
BTEC
Level 2 First Award


 


	The course covers knowledge, skills and understanding in a meaningful work related way that allows students to apply their knowledge to real life situations.

Each of the 3 BTEC Engineering Units are started in Year 10.

Unit 1: Improving Productivity Using IT
This unit is about the skills and knowledge needed by the IT User to plan and review their use of predefined or commonly used IT tools for straightforward or routine activities. As a result of reviewing their work, they will be able to identify and use automated methods or alternative ways of working to improve productivity. 
 
Unit 2: IT User Fundamentals (portfolio of evidence)
This unit is about the selection and use of suitable techniques to operate IT systems for a varied range of activities, some of which are at times non routine or unfamiliar, and take some responsibility for responding appropriately to IT errors and problems. 

Unit 3: Set Up an IT System (portfolio of evidence)
This unit is about the skills and knowledge to connect up an IT system with a range of hardware, removable storage media and a communication service safely and run more advanced tests to check it is working successfully. 
 
Assessment
Students meeting the grading criteria for a Level 2 award will achieve a qualification that is worth the equivalent of one GCSE grade A*-C.  The BTEC grade shown on their certificate will be a Pass, Merit, Distinction or Distinction*.

Coursework
Students undertake on-going portfolios of work with regular teacher feedback. The strong coursework element (75%) suits students who prefer coursework to examinations.  The assessment includes practical work, as well as pieces of written work.
 
Examination
25% of the course is externally assessed – an exam taken in January/June of Year 11.













  

	SUBJECT
	COURSE DESCRIPTION

	
Drama 
GCSE


 

 
	
The GCSE Drama course will enable students to:
· Develop a wide range of performance styles and skills in order to
create imaginative, meaningful and original performances and characters.
· Develop the ability to express their ideas and put them into action.
· Develop their analytical thinking and evaluation skills, both orally and on paper.
· Develop their self-confidence, self-discipline and ability to work as part of a team.
· Develop their research and planning skills and ability to work to meet deadlines.  

Component 1:  Understanding Drama – Written Exam – 40% 

Set and graded by AQA, there are 3 sections to the written exam:
Section A: Knowledge and Understanding of Theatre; 
Section B: Study of a Set Play; Section C: Analysis and Evaluation of Live Theatre. 

Students explore a play prescribed by the exam board – currently ‘The Crucible by Arthur Miller’.  They work practically, performing extracts and focussing on the experimenting with the demands of performance and design.  They will learn how to write about their performance and design ideas and can take the play text into the exam.

Students go the Theatre regularly during the course and will then write an analysis and evaluation of one of the performances that they have seen in their final exam.

Component 2:  Devising Drama – 40%

In a group, students create their own, original piece of Theatre to be performed in front of a live audience.  Their performance skills and ability to create an effective piece of drama will be assessed by their teacher (10% of their final grade).  During the devising and rehearsal process students keep a ‘Devising Log’ of what they do; this is written up into a final piece of coursework which is also marked by the teacher (30% of their final grade).  The whole component is then externally moderated.

Component 3:  Texts in Practice – 20%  

Students work in a group to perform two extracts from a play chosen by themselves and their teacher.  This will be performed in front of a live audience and a visiting examiner who will assess them on their performance skills and ability to interpret their character and the play.









	
SUBJECT
	COURSE DESCRIPTION

	
Engineering
BTEC
Level 2 First Award



 


  
	
The course covers knowledge, skills and understanding in a meaningful work-related way that allows students to apply their knowledge to real life situations. 
 
Each of the 3 BTEC Engineering Units are started in Year 10.
  
Unit 1: The Engineered World 
What is engineering? It is problem solving. It is the design and manufacture of complicated products, and more...it affects all aspects of our lives every day. You will investigate the processes used to manufacture modern products within a range of engineering sectors but specifically aerospace.
 
 
Unit 2: Investigating an Engineering Product  (portfolio of evidence)
You will investigate a manufactured product to learn about what a designer must consider when writing a technical specification. You will look at the materials and manufacturing processes used when making quality products. This will involve taking products apart and reverse engineering.
 
Unit 8: Electronic Circuit Design and Construction (portfolio of evidence)
Your work will be project based and skills and knowledge learned through practical application. You will design devices using components such as sensors, timers and switches to solve problems.
 
 
Assessment
Students meeting the grading criteria for a Level 2 award will achieve a qualification that is worth the equivalent of one GCSE grade A*-C.  The BTEC grade shown on their certificate will be a Pass, Merit, Distinction or Distinction*.

Coursework
Students undertake on-going portfolios of work with regular teacher feedback. The strong coursework element (75%) suits students who prefer coursework to examinations.  The assessment includes practical work, as well as pieces of written work.
 
Examination
25% of the course is externally assessed – an online exam taken in January of Year 11.













	SUBJECT
	COURSE DESCRIPTION

	
English Language &
English Literature 
GCSE





 


	
The new AQA GCSE English, English Language and English Literature courses are not tiered and students will be awarded a grade of 1 to 9 (1 being the lowest and 9 only being awarded to the top 3% of students in the country)

Students follow the AQA exam board courses leading to two qualifications in GCSE English Language and GCSE English Literature. Final examinations will be sat in the summer of 2017.


Reading and Literature: Students analyse the language, techniques and ideas of writers in both fiction and non-fiction and use quotation effectively on both English Language papers. A Shakespeare play, a 19th century novel, a modern text and a cluster of poems with be studied for Literature. Additionally, students will be expected to respond to unseen poetry on paper 2.

Writing: Students are assessed on the use of Standard English, varied sentence structures and vocabulary for effect as well as their ability to match style to purpose and audience on both Language papers. 

Non-Examination Assessment: Spoken Language: Students work individually and are assessed on their ability to plan a presentation, speak and respond appropriately, express complex ideas, explain the way they have crafted their work and use competent Standard English.

Assessment

English Literature: 2 papers. 100% examination, Paper 1: 40%. 
Paper 2: 60%
English Language: 2 papers. 100% examination, each paper worth 50% of final mark. 























	SUBJECT
	COURSE DESCRIPTION

	
GCSE 
Food Preparation 
and Nutrition 





 
	
The GCSE Food Preparation & Nutrition course in Y10 enables students to develop a wide variety of food preparation skills. They develop their recipe ideas and aim to produce high quality food products whilst learning the importance of safe, hygienic working practices.

Students will learn how to plan, prepare, cook and present food, whilst also considering the nutritional content of the dishes in relation to the task.

Students will study an element of Food Science during the GCSE where they will gain an understanding of the working characteristics, the functional and the chemical properties of ingredients.

In Year 11 students will begin their “Food Investigation” (30 marks) and their “Food Preparation” (70 marks) assessments, these two pieces of work are written as a report/portfolio and they are worth 50% of the final examination mark. 



Assessment

Written Examination
50% of final GCSE grade – 1 hour 45 minutes
Multiple choice questions (20 marks)
Five questions, each with a number of sub questions (80 marks)

Non-Exam Assessment (NEA)
50% of final GCSE grade 

Task 1- Food Investigation (30 marks)

Task 2- Food Preparation Assessment (70 marks)



	
Foundation Learning






 
	
Using a series of practical and hands-on challenges, students work towards Level 1 qualifications focussing on developing essential skills including problem solving, working with others and improving their own learning, research, discussion and presentation skills. This not only leads to a qualification but also equips them to succeed in other subjects and progress at the end of Year 11.  Work takes place both in and out of school.

Assessment
The course is assessed through on-going assignments over the course of the two years to create a portfolio of work accredited through Pearson (Edexcel).  There is no examined content.   






	SUBJECT
	COURSE DESCRIPTION

	
French
GCSE






 
	
The GCSE course consists of activities that develop the four skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing.  All skills are examined separately at the end of Y11 and each skill is worth 25% of the overall GCSE grade.  There is no coursework or controlled assessment as part of this new curriculum.  The topics they will study throughout Key Stage 4 are the following:  

· Identity and culture:  family, friends, technology, free time, customs and traditions.  
· Local, national, and international areas of interest: home, town, social issues, global issues, travel and tourism.  
· Current and future study and employment: school life, my studies, education post-16, jobs, career choices and ambitions.  

Assessment 

Students will take an exam paper in each of the following skills highlighted below.  There are both Foundation and Higher papers in each skill, although students are not allowed to mix entries between skills, so they will be entered for all Foundation, or all Higher.  There will also be mock GCSE speaking exams in Y10 and Y11 to prepare students for the rigours of this new exam.   

Listening  - 25% of final mark (by examination at the end of Y11)
Reading - 25% of final mark (by examination at the end of Y11)
Speaking  -  25% of final mark  (by examination at the end of Y11)
Writing - 25% of final mark (by examination at the end of  Y11)


	
Geography
GCSE





 













	
Students are undertaking the GCSE Geography AQA Specification. Over the two year course, students will complete three units: 
Unit 1 – Living with the physical environment
Unit 2 – Challenges in the human environment
Unit 3 – Geographical applications
 
In Unit 1, students will be taught three topics:

·         the challenge of natural hazards
·         the living world
·         physical landscapes in the UK


In Unit 2, students will be taught three topics: 

·         urban challenges
·         the changing economic world
·         the challenge of resource management
 
In Unit 3, students will be taught two topics:

·         Issue evaluation, where students will learn how to use pre-  
          released material for their examination

·         Fieldwork, students will be examined on their fieldwork 
          enquiries in an external examination. 
 
Spelling, punctuation and grammar will be assessed in all three units.  

Assessment - 100% examinations

	Department
	Department Policy on Homework
	Details of when homework is set

	
GEOGRAPHY









	
Homework is set as deemed appropriate by the class teacher relating to classwork, exam revision, exam practice, field work and issue evaluation preparation. 
	
Y10
-  Completing/classwork
   as appropriate, 
   approximately on a 
   weekly basis.
Y11
-  Completing 
   classwork/homework 
   as appropriate, 
   approximately on a 
   weekly basis.  
-  Revision for end of 
   topic tests.
-  Fieldwork in autumn 
   term.
-  Revision for June 
   Exam and past paper 
   questions as 
   preparation.










	SUBJECT
	COURSE DESCRIPTION

	
German
GCSE





	
The GCSE course consists of activities that develop the four skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing.  All skills are examined separately at the end of Y11 and each skill is worth 25% of the overall GCSE grade.  There is no coursework or controlled assessment as part of this new curriculum.  The topics they will study throughout Key Stage 4 are the following: 
 
· Identity and culture: family, friends, technology, free time, customs and traditions. 
· Local, national, and international areas of interest:  home, town, social issues, global issues, travel and tourism.    
· Current and future study and employment: school life, my studies, education post-16, jobs, career choices and ambitions.  

Assessment

Students will take an exam paper in each of the following skills highlighted below.  There are both Foundation and Higher papers in each skill, although students are not allowed to mix entries between skills, so they will be entered for all Foundation, or all Higher.  There will also be mock GCSE speaking exams in Y10 and Y11 to prepare students for the rigours of this new exam.
 
Listening  - 25% of final mark (by examination at the end of Y11)
Reading - 25% of final mark (by examination at the end of Y11)
Speaking  -  25% of final mark  (by examination at the end of Y11)
Writing - 25% of final mark (by examination at the end of Y11)


	
Graphic 
Communication 
GCSE























Graphic
Communication
Continued

	
In Graphic Communication you are encouraged to work in a range of two and three dimensional products (including digital processes) over the duration of a one year or two year course.

The one year course is 5 lessons per week.
The two year course is 2 or 3 lessons per week.
We explore and research the work of a variety of graphic designers and craftspeople, and this will inspire your own ideas.

The exam board (AQA) asks for a portfolio of work that represents the best aspects of what you have produced over the course.  This coursework portfolio accounts for 60% of the overall award.

The examination unit is started in the second half of the course – you have to respond to one of a series of questions set by the exam board.  Preparation work is coursework based; a final piece of work is produced in exam conditions over 10 hours.  This ‘examination’ unit as a whole accounts for 40% of the overall award.




                                                                                     Continued 



Students will develop their skills and techniques as well as their knowledge and understanding of graphic communication through:-

· Advertising
· Packaging design
· Design for print
· Illustration
· Communication Graphics
· Branding
· Multimedia
· Design for film and television

Assessment

Coursework       60% of the final grade
Examination      40% of the final grade  


	SUBJECT
	COURSE DESCRIPTION

	
Health & Social Care
BTEC




	
Students will study the Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in
Health and Social Care.  To achieve the qualification students will need to complete three components of study.

Component 1:  Human Lifespan Development (30% final grade)
This component will be internally assessed.  Students will develop an understanding of human growth and development across life stages and the factors that affect it, including how individuals deal with life events.

Component 2:  Health and Social Care Services and Values (30% final grade).
This will be internally assessed.  Students will develop knowledge of the different types of health and social care services and barriers to accessing them whilst demonstrating care values.

Component 3:  Health and Wellbeing (40% final grade)
This component builds on the understanding of 1 and 2, students will demonstrate knowledge and understanding of factors that affect health and wellbeing, interpret health indicators and design a person-centred health and wellbeing improvement plan whilst demonstrating knowledge and understanding of how to overcome obstacles relating to health and wellbeing improvement plans.  This component is assessed externally and will be completed in year 11.

Assessment
Students meeting the grading criteria for a Level 2 award will achieve a qualification that is worth the equivalent of one GCSE grade A*-C.  The BTEC grade shown on their certificate will be a Pass, Merit, Distinction or Distinction*.

Internal assessment includes practical and written work, external assessment will be in the form of a written exam taken in year 11.
 

	


History
GCSE







	


Students will study AQA GCSE History.  The course is divided into 
four modules, each contributing 25% towards the final grade:

· Russia 1894-1945: Tsardom to Communism
· Conflict and tension between East and West: 1945-1972
· Britain: Health and the People: 1000 – present day
· Elizabeth England: 1568-1603

Students will be given a homework pack at the beginning of the course
consisting of a variety of practice examination questions.  Students should also read around the subject and will be advised on further readings, books and films relevant to each topic.

As a linear course, where examinations take place at the end of the
GCSE, regular revision is crucial.  Support materials will be provided to help consolidate content studied in lessons and to help students keep their GCSE History folders up to date and well-organised.

Assessment

Two examination papers, each lasting 1 hour and 45 minutes.

Paper 1:

-  Russia 1894 to1945: Tsardom to Communism
-  Conflict and tension between East and West: 1945 to 1972

Paper 2:

-  Britain: Health and the People: 1000 – present day 
-  Elizabeth England – 1569 to 1603 























	SUBJECT
	COURSE DESCRIPTION

	
Humanities
Entry Level







	
This course consists of Entry Level Geography followed by Entry Level History:

Entry Level Geography includes four modules:

· Coasts: causes and effects of erosion on the British coastline
· Volcanoes and Earthquakes: causes and effects
· Tourism: benefits, problems and eco-tourism
· Settlement: urbanisation, inner city redevelopment, LEDC’s and MEDC’s.

All units build on the skills of map reading, interpreting graphs, reading statistics, problem solving and decision making. Students also complete two case studies where they decide on a solution to a problem.


Entry Level History consists of four modules.

· Social Reform –Factories and Mines *
· Medicine & Public Health in the 19th Century *
· World War 1: The Western Front *
· World War 2: The Home Front *



Assessment
Students will complete a number of Entry Level Units at level 1,2 or 3 with 3 being the highest level.

100% coursework – Students collect a portfolio of evidence over the two years. There is no final exam.























	SUBJECT
	COURSE DESCRIPTION

	
Mathematics
GCSE







	
The GCSE Mathematics course comprises of two tiers of entry: Higher (Grades 9 - 4) and Foundation (Grades 5 - 1).  9 is the highest grade available.  2017 will be the first year that this GCSE will be able to be taken.  The exam is Edexcel GCSE mathematics (9 -1); course code 1MA1.

There will be regular school based assessment points throughout the course in order to monitor progress and check that the students are studying at the most appropriate level. In particular a whole-school assessment in March of Year 10 will be used to monitor progress.

There is no coursework aspect to the course; pupils are assessed in three examinations (one non-calculator and two calculator). The mathematics GCSE is split into six main areas – number, algebra, geometry, measures, statistics and probability. As well as using the mathematical skills that they have learnt, pupils will also be assessed on how well they can analyse problems and their ability to select the most appropriate methods to solve them.  In the new GCSE there is greater emphasis on problem solving and mathematical reasoning.

We would recommend purchasing a scientific calculator through school as pupils will be expected to have one available during every lesson. 

Assessment
GCSE: 100% Examinations – 3 x written papers of 1 ½ hours each (two calculator and one non-calculator) taken in June of Year 11.

AQA Further Mathematics GCSE: 100% Examinations - 2 x written papers taken in June of Year 11 (for students who have shown exceptional aptitude in mathematics).

	
Music
GCSE








 






	
The Music GCSE course has three main areas:  Performing, Composing and Listening.  

Performance:  Students will do a solo performance and an ensemble performance, each performance might include more than one piece.  This will usually be recorded  in February during Y11.  It is essential that students have regular tuition in their chosen instrument or voice and also practise regularly several times every week.

Composition:  Students will compose 2 extended pieces, 1 in each year of the course, and may choose to submit live or computer generated recordings of their music.  

Listening and Understanding Exam: this is the final exam.  The topics are wide ranging, from the areas of Classical, Pop and World Music.  Students aim to develop improved aural ability, good general knowledge  of musical styles and conventions and fluent use of related vocabulary.  They will also need to answer some structured questions on set pieces of music that will have been studied during the course.    

Assessment
· One composition in Y10 worth 15%
· One composition to a brief set by the exam board in Year 11 worth 15%. 

	
SUBJECT
	COURSE DESCRIPTION

	
Core PE
(all students compulsory in Y10 and Y11)



	
In Core PE Y10 students continue to build on the work done at KS3. Activities include; Invasion Games (Football, Rugby, Netball, Hockey, Basketball), Net Games (Tennis, Badminton, Volleyball, Table Tennis), Striking and Fielding Games (Cricket, Rounders), Fitness, Athletics, Trampolining. Each activity is studied for approximately six weeks.  

In Y11 students have the opportunity to have some degree of choice about the activities they participate in but the subject remains compulsory as part of the school commitment to our Healthy School status.


	


PE
GCSE








































PE
GCSE (continued)
	


GCSE PE should encourage students to:

· Develop knowledge, understanding, skills and values to develop and maintain their performance in physical activities and understand the benefits to health, fitness and well-being.
· Develop theoretical knowledge and understanding of the factors that underpin physical activity and sport and use this knowledge to improve performance.  
· Understand how the physiological and psychological state affects performance in physical activity and sport.  
· Perform effectively in different physical activities by developing skills and techniques and selecting and using tactics, strategies and/or compositional ideas.
· Develop their ability to analyse and evaluate to improve performance in physical activity and sport.  
· Understand the contribution which physical activity and sport make to health, fitness and well-being.
· Understand key socio-cultural influences which can affect people’s involvement in physical activity and sport.
· Be inspired, motivated and challenged, and enable them to make informed decisions about further learning opportunities and career pathways.



Assessment     

PAPER 1:

· The human body and movement in physical activity and sport
· Written exam (1 hour 15 minutes) worth 30% of GCSE 








PAPER 2:

· Socio-cultural influences and well-being in physical activity and sport.
· Written exam (1 hour 15 minutes) worth 30% of GCSE.

Practical performance in physical activity and sport

      Internal assessment (external moderation) worth 40% of GCSE   
      Students are assessed as player/performer in three different activities
      (team, individual and a third from either team or individual) (30% of
      grade)
      Plus written/verbal analysis and evaluation of performance (10% of
      grade).
      60% is exam, 10% is coursework and 30% is practical performance.            





	
PSHE
(all students compulsory)





 

	
In PSHE students will consider and evaluate knowledge, attitude and beliefs concerned with their personal and social lives and develop skills and understanding which will help equip them to be responsible and make informed choices in life.

Year 10:
In Y10 areas covered will include:  war and peace, citizenship, sex and relationships education (SRE), mental health (eating disorders) and citizenship (awareness of sexuality and disability).  PSHE will be on a rotation with R.E.

Assessment

Assessment is continuous.  It includes teacher observations, reflection, student self-assessment, group work feedback and activities which assess knowledge, understanding and skills gained.  Students will have an opportunity to gain additional certification in a range of core skills including team work, communication skills and interaction with visitors.   

Year 11:
In Y11 areas covered will include: employability skills,  citizenship (Law in the Community; global futures), death and bereavement, parenthood and
Emotional health (stress management).  

Assessment

Assessment is continuous.  It includes teacher observations, reflection, student self-assessment, group work feedback and activities which assess knowledge, understanding and skills gained.  Although not a GCSE subject, students will have an opportunity to earn one of four levels of certification (A*, A, B and C grades) with an internal KES award, focusing on a range of core skills including team work, communication skills and interaction with visitors.  
 

	SUBJECT
	COURSE DESCRIPTION

	
Photography
GCSE

 
 
	
In photography at GCSE you are encouraged to work in a range of lens-based and light-based media (including digital processes, animation and dark room techniques).

The one year course is 5 lessons per week.
The two year course is 2 or 3 lessons per week. 

The course is carefully structured to ensure you have a creative, rewarding and successful photography experience.  We explore and research the work of a variety of artists and photographers and this will inspire your own ideas.  

The exam board (AQA) asks for a portfolio of work that represents the best aspects of what you have produced over the course. This ‘coursework’ portfolio accounts for 60% of the overall award. 

The examination unit is started in the second half of the course – you have to respond to one of a series of questions set by the exam board. 
Preparation work is coursework based; a final piece of work is produced in exam conditions over 10 hours. The examination unit as a whole accounts for 40% of the overall award.
Students complete a series of “Design and Make” projects in Y10 which introduce them to a variety of making and manufacturing techniques.  
These projects are put together to help provide the skills and knowledge needed to complete the Design and Technology exam at the end of Y11.
Projects undertaken this year include:
· Design and model a gadget tidy
· Ergonomic Design project
· Flat-pack team project

Non-exam assessment (NEA) is based on a theme set by the exam board including designing and making, commences in the summer of Y10 and is completed by the start of March in Y11.  This work needs to be done in school but resources and research can be brought from home to assist during the early stages.  Resources are available on the MLE, accessed from home via the school website.  

How it’s assessed:- 

· Written exam:  2 hours
· 40% of GCSE

Non-exam assessment (NEA) otherwise known as coursework:

· 60% of GCSE
· students will produce a working prototype and a portfolio of evidence (max 20 pages)








	
RE
GCSE


 


 




	
Each student’s progress is assessed according to their effort and attainment in class.  More formal assessment occurs at the end of each module when students are set an AQA exam board specimen exam question.

In Y10, students study two AQA related modules on a 9 week rotation with the PSHE Department 

· Christian beliefs and teachings
· Theme:  Crime and Punishment from a Christian and Muslim perspective.

In Y11, students complete their final AQA  modules for the full GCSE certification:

· Christian and Muslim practices
· Theme: Religion and Life from a Christian and Muslim perspective

Assessment
100% Examination - Two 1hr 45 min papers at the end of the course in
Year 11

 


	SUBJECT
	COURSE DESCRIPTION

	
Product Design –
Design & Technology
GCSE



 

 

	
Students complete a series of “Design and Make” projects in Y10 which introduce them to a variety of making and manufacturing techniques.  
These projects are put together to help provide the skills and knowledge needed to complete the Design and Technology exam at the end of Y11.
Projects undertaken this year include:
· Design and model a gadget tidy
· Ergonomic Design project
· Flat-pack team project

Non-exam assessment (NEA) is based on a theme set by the exam board including designing and making, commences in the summer of Y10 and is completed by the start of March in Y11.  This work needs to be done in school but resources and research can be brought from home to assist during the early stages.  Resources are available on the MLE, accessed from home via the school website.  

How it’s assessed:- 

· Written exam:  2 hours
· 40% of GCSE

Non-exam assessment (NEA) otherwise known as coursework:

· 60% of GCSE
· students will produce a working prototype and a portfolio of evidence (max 20 pages)
 

	


Triple Science
GCSE





 
 
	


Students will complete the separate GCSEs in biology, chemistry and physics.  The GCSE science courses comprise of two tiers of entry:  Higher (Grades 9 – 4) and Foundation (Grades 5 – 1).  9 is the highest grade available.


There is no coursework aspect to the courses; pupils are assessed in two examinations for each separate subject.  



Assessment

Examinations at the end of Y11 in there are 2 exams for each separate subject counting for 100% of the total GCSE.  

  



	SUBJECT
	COURSE DESCRIPTION

	


Combined Science
(Dual Award)
GCSE



 
	


Students are completing a double award GCSE in Combined Science.
The GCSE science courses comprise of two tiers of entry:
Higher (Grades 9 – 4) and Foundation (Grades 5 – 1).  9 is the highest grade available.  
The course is made up of 24 units of work which are examined at the end of Y11 and there is no coursework aspect to the course.  

Assessment
Examinations at the end of Y11  


Biology Unit 1 – 4 

Biology Units 5 – 7 

Chemistry Units 8 – 12 

Chemistry Units 13-17 

Physics Units 18-20  

Physics units 21-24  



These exams count for 100% of the total GCSE.    





	SUBJECT
	COURSE DESCRIPTION

	


Spanish
GCSE





 



 

	

The GCSE course consists of activities that develop the four skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing.  All skills are examined separately at the end of Y11 and each skill is worth 25% of the overall GCSE grade.  There is no coursework or controlled assessment as part of this new curriculum.  The topics they will study throughout Key Stage 4 are the following: 


· Identity and culture:  family, friends, technology, free time, customs and traditions.  
· Local, national, and international areas of interest: home, town, social issues, global issues, travel and tourism.
· Current and future study and employment: school life, my studies, education post-16, jobs, career choices and ambitions.  
· 

Assessment


Students will take an exam paper in each of the following skills highlighted below.  There are both Foundation and Higher papers in each skill, although students are not allowed to mix entries between skills, so they will be entered for all Foundation, or all Higher.  There will also be mock GCSE speaking exams in Y10 and Y11 to prepare students for the rigours of this new exam.   


Listening  - 25% of final mark (by examination at the end of Y11)
Reading - 25% of final mark (by examination at the end of Y11)
Speaking  -  25% of final mark  (by examination at the end of Y11)
Writing - 25% of final mark (by examination at the end of Y11)
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GCSE Textiles and
Art



 

 
	
The GCSE Textile & Art  course is based on producing designs for products that are woven, knitted, stitched, printed and decorated that might have a functional or non-functional purpose.

Students might include in their work, fashion/costume design, surface pattern, embellished textiles or soft furnishings. Use of some or all of the techniques, weaving, felting, stitching, applique and printing with inks, yarns, threads, fabrics and digital imagery.

Assessment    

Component 1- Portfolio 
(detailed coverage of the four assessment objectives)

No time limit
96 Marks
60% of final GCSE grade 


Component 2- Externally Set Assignment
(students respond to their chosen starting point, evidencing coverage of all four assessment objectives)

Preparatory period followed by 10 hours of supervised time.
96 Marks
40% of final GCSE grade 






	
SUBJECT
	COURSE DESCRIPTION

	
Urdu
GCSE



 


  
	
In Year 10 the course covers the topics ‘My World’, ‘Holidays’, ‘Time’ and ‘Travel’.  Each student hands in at least one piece of course work by the end of the summer term.  All students are assessed in four skills – reading, writing, speaking and listening. Students are assessed by regular vocabulary tests, homework and trial examinations.

Students will be asked to write two pieces of coursework of approximately 250 words each under controlled conditions.  Students will have up to a maximum of six hours to prepare and plan their work in advance of the final supervised session, which will last no longer than one hour.

Assessment
Listening  - 20% of final mark (by examination at the end of Y11)
Reading - 20% of final mark (by examination at the end of Y11)
Speaking  -  30% of final mark  (assessed throughout Y10 & Y11)
Writing - 30% of final mark (assessed throughout Y10 & Y11)







	Vocational courses

	SUBJECT
	COURSE DESCRIPTION

	
Animal Care
City & Guilds Certificate



 

    
	
Based at Whirlow Hall Farm the course provides students with an introduction to Animal Care, developing knowledge and skills through practical experience. Students select 30 units from optional units on practical animal care, health and welfare, animal behaviour and biology. Most of the work is based on applied learning. 

Jobs include:
· Feeding
· Cleaning
· Mucking out
· Grooming
· Exercising
· Moving the animals around the farm 

Assessment
75% of the course is practical learning. There will be practical and written assessments for students to complete. 






	
Vehicle Maintenance and Repair
IMIAL Award 



 
 
	
Based at GTA this course covers both theoretical and hands-on training. Students will learn many aspects of vehicle maintenance including:

· Brakes
· Suspension
· Steering 
· Vehicle Layout
· Cooling systems
· Fuel systems
· Wheels & Tyres
· Engines and Chassis

Assessment
The course consists of 50% practical work and 50% portfolio work. There are practical assessments throughout the course. 













	SUBJECT
	COURSE DESCRIPTION

	

BTEC Level 1 Certificate in Caring for Children – Based at Sheaf Training

Awarding body: Pearson


 



 
	

This qualification is designed to stimulate interest and encourage the learner’s understanding of the skills and knowledge needed to care for young children.  It is aimed at a range of learners, including young people needing to develop life skills as well as those who are thinking of working in childcare.  
Classroom based but we do try to go on trips and visits where possible.  

Assessment

The course consists of 50% practical work and 50% portfolio work.  There are practical assessments throughout the course.  



	


BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First Award in Hospitality – Based at Sheaf Training

Level 2 Award in Food Safety in Catering (QCF)

Level 2 Award in Healthier Food and Special Diets (QCF) 

Awarding body: Pearson


 




 



	


Sheaf Training deliver industry specific training with a qualification accredited by City and Guilds.  These qualifications have options to pick units to work front and back of house and the qualification can be tailored to meet the needs of the student.  There are a minimum of 18 credits at level one and 37 at level two but more can be achieved depending on the ability of the student.  Two qualifications of Food Safety and healthier foods and special diets are available for the students and will enable them to work safely in food premises.  


Assessment


The course consists of 50% practical work and 50% portfolio work.  There are practical assessments throughout the course.
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