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September 2017
To:  Parents/Carers of Year 10 Students

Dear Parent/Carer

Welcome to the new school term and to the beginning of your child’s Key Stage 4 experience. The following two years will primarily be focused on working successfully through GCSE courses. This will require a sustained commitment to classwork and homework. It will also involve formal assessments and internal ‘trial’ examinations throughout the two years in addition to the final external examinations.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Each student has been given their own timetable with details of their lessons, rooms and teachers and a Consistent Conduct Book which they must keep safe and have with them at all times during the school day. To keep a track of homework and other independent learning tasks, all students will need to use “Show My Homework”, which can also be accessed by parents via the school’s ‘Parent Portal’ (formerly the MLE) or direct from the website www.showmyhomework.co.uk. Students can access it from their school email, the school’s MLE or from a free app that can be downloaded onto a mobile phone. Assessment, examination and other important dates and deadlines are in the school’s ‘Google’ calendar on the website - www.kes.sheffield.sch.uk. From there you can access the school’s ‘Parent Portal’ (formerly the MLE). Assessment information is also advertised through weekly bulletins in tutor time (8.50 - 9.05 am each day), making students’ attendance to registration and assemblies more important than ever. 


There is a large amount of important information for parents/carers at the start of Y10. Much of this will be covered in our Y10 Information Evening for Parents on Wednesday 13th September from 6.30pm to 8.00 pm at Upper School to welcome parents and carers of Y10 students to KS4. Please note, this is a changed date from the original (Tuesday 12th September). This event is designed to ensure that parents have the information that they need to support their child’s achievement so all Y10 families are encouraged to attend. Students are not expected to attend this event. You will receive a pack of important information that will be explained in presentations by key members of staff, outlining the overall KS4 experience. There will be an opportunity to look around the building at the end if you wish to.

We are keen for all students to fulfil their potential and we intend to build on their Key Stage 3 progress. The Pastoral Team supporting your son/daughter includes: 

· The Year 10 Form Tutors


· Mrs J Kennedy, Y10 Year Leader: jkennedy@kes.sheffield.sch.uk  
· Miss J Sale, Y10 Pastoral Manager: jsale@kes.sheffield.sch.uk 

· Mrs L Warde, Assistant Headteacher: lwarde@kes.sheffield.sch.uk 
· Mr H Parker, Deputy Headteacher: hparker@kes.sheffield.sch.uk

· Mrs C Addy, Learning Support Co-ordinator: caddy@kes.sheffield.sch.uk   
 
· Mr S Fingleton, Head of Careers: sfingleton@kes.sheffield.sch.uk

You can also contact the School Office on 2662518 or email office@kes.sheffield.sch.uk  if you want to discuss any issues affecting your son/daughter; they will pass on your message to the appropriate member of staff.

Students with high attendance will achieve more highly than those without. Therefore, we need you to contact school immediately if your son/daughter is unwell or needs leave of absence from school for any reason.  You can contact the school by telephone (2662518) or email office@kes.sheffield.sch.uk.  Our Pastoral Managers are the key points of contact for issues relating to attendance; they will work with students, parents and carers to maintain and monitor attendance during the course of KS4. We use text and email to contact parents where possible and to pass on important information throughout the year. However, requests for Leave of Absence should be made directly to me: lwarde@kes.sheffield.sch.uk or the Headteacher, Ms L Gooden.

Please make sure we have accurate up-to-date mobile phone and email contact details so that we can keep you informed throughout the year. You can email these details to Mrs S. Tranter in the School Office (email: stranter@kes.sheffield.sch.uk).

We would also like to encourage parents and carers to use the school website,
www.kes.sheffield.sch.uk, and the Parent Portal to keep pace with information about important events. You will be given more information about this at the Information Evening.

As you may know, Upper School students are permitted to leave the school premises at lunch time.  If you wish your son/daughter to stay on-site, please let me know in writing/email as soon as possible.

We are looking forward to a successful and productive two years. Key Stage 4 plays a vital role in your child’s future success and 99% of King Edward VII students go on to full time education or training when they have completed these final two years of compulsory schooling. 

Please do not hesitate to contact the school if you require further information to help you support your child’s success. We look forward to seeing you on Wednesday 13th September at 6.30pm to receive your information pack and meet key members of staff.

Yours sincerely



Mrs L Warde
Assistant Headteacher
Key Stage 4
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