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September 2019 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Welcome to the new academic year which has started exceptionally well for all our 
students, including those who joined the School in Year 7 and Year 12. It is always a 
special moment to see new students settling down into King Edward VII School’s 
extended educational family. 
 
At the start of each year I give you a clear indication of some of the key priorities that 
the School will be addressing during the year ahead so that you have a shared 
understanding of our joint goals.  These priorities are documented in a detailed 
School Improvement Plan.  
 
School Improvement Plan 2019-2020 
 
This year the School Improvement Plan includes the following key objectives for King 
Edward VII School: 
 
Leadership and Management 
 

 recruit new governors, where required, to address any skills gaps 

 embed curriculum changes at Key Stages 3 and 4 - e.g. provide a core offer 
to ensure all students engage fully, and in depth, with creative subjects 

 research and work towards becoming an Eco-School 
 
Quality of Education - a significant area of development nationally in response 
to the new OFSTED Framework 2019 
 

 clarify what knowledge, understanding and key skills students will gain each 
year, at each stage of their schooling in each subject 

 enhance collaborative work with feeder schools on curriculum development 
from Key Stage 2 to Key Stage 3 
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Behaviour and Attitudes 
 

 ensure students behave with consistently high levels of respect and self-control 
and have very positive attitudes to their education 

 retain a relentless focus on attendance so all students have a high attendance 
record (between 95%-100%) during the year 

 
Personal Development 
 

 encourage all students to participate in extra-curricular activities 

 embed and develop the work of the School Council across the whole School  
 
It would be incredibly supportive and helpful if all parents/carers could reinforce to 
their child or children, on a regular basis, the importance of excellent behaviour, 
always having a positive attitude towards learning and taking part in one or more of 
the extensive range of extra-curricular opportunities that are available to all students 
in the School.  
 
Examination Results Summer 2019 
 
The examination results were very impressive and, at GCSE level, our Year 11 
students achieved the strongest set of results that the School has ever achieved.  I 
wish to congratulate these students and their teachers who worked incredibly hard to 
secure the results the students deserved to gain. 
 
Key Stage 4 GCSE Results 
 

 73% 4-9 (A*-C) including English and Mathematics (9% above the national 
average) 

 50% 5-9 including English and Mathematics (7% above the national average) 

 36% achieved the English Baccalaureate (12% above the national average) 

 24% of all entries at 7-9 (A*/A) (3% above the national average) 

 7% of all entries at 9 (A*+) (2.5% above the national average) 
 
Key Stage 5 Results – Post 16 
 
Our Year 13 students also continued the tradition of performing very well at A Level 
and they should also be very pleased with their results. 
 
A Level Results 

 24% of all entries were A* - A grades 
 33 students gained at least one A* grade 
 50.3% of all entries were A* - B grades 
 9 students secured places at Oxford and Cambridge Universities  
 98.4% A*-E grade pass rate  
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 203 students gained places at top universities 
 86 students gained places at Russell Group Universities 
 45 students gained places at Sheffield Hallam University and  

15 at The University of Sheffield 
                                    

Other Important Information 
 
Communication 
 
Particularly for parents/carers who are new to King Edward VII School, all letters are 
sent to parents/carers electronically using Groupcall 07860030426. Please ensure the 
School has your correct contact details, including your email address, so that 
messages and information can be sent to you. Information is also posted and shared 
on the School website, Facebook page and via Twitter. 
 
General Data Protection Regulation 

 
Communication between School and home is very important in order to maintain a 
strong partnership. 
 
During the year, the School likes to share general information, School newsletters, 
good news, Headteacher’s letters, information about School events, details about extra-
curricular activities and requests for support with parents and carers by text message 
and/or email. 
 
However, under the Data Protection Act (DPA) and the General Data Protection 
Regulation (GDPR) the School needs to seek your permission or consent to do so.   
From Monday 4 November 2019 King Edward VII School will only send you 
communications relating to School news and additional activities if you have provided 
consent for us to do so.  Please give your consent for the School to keep in touch with 
you. If you provide consent and then later change your mind you can let us know by 
emailing office@kes.sheffield.sch.uk or by popping into the School office, on either site, 
with a written note confirming your changes. 
 
Attendance and Punctuality  
 
It is essential that all students aim to attend School every day of the week and arrive on 
time.  Please avoid making appointments during the School day so that your child does 
not miss any lessons.  It is also very important not to book holidays during term time 
because this will affect your child’s progress in School. Leave of absence is only 
granted in exceptional circumstances. 
 
Clear guidance has been issued to schools from the Department of Education and the 
Local Authority noting that any persistent absence from School or absence due to  
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holidays being taken during term time will be subject to a financial penalty.  If your child 
is absent for a medical reason, the School must receive proof of the medical condition 
in order to authorise any absences.  
 
Development of Provision and Resources at Upper School 
 
King Edward VII School has an outstanding Sixth Form and to ensure that we remain 
outstanding, and continue to meet the needs of our Post 16 students, we have: 
 

 Converted the B Floor break out space into another high quality Independent 
Learning Centre and installed another eighteen computers 

 Upgraded the broadband connection from 80mbps to 1000mbps to improve 
connectivity for students 

 Introduced a deposit loan scheme for textbooks for all Post 16 students and this 
is working exceptionally well 

 
School Calendar for the 2019-2020 academic year 
 
The School calendar is set by the Local Authority.  

 
The holiday dates for 2019-2020 are noted below. 

 
Autumn Half Term 1  

 Term starts: Monday 2 September until Friday 25 October 2019  

 Half term holiday: Monday 28 October until Friday 1 November 2019  
 
Autumn Half Term 2  

 Term starts: Monday 4 November until Friday 20 December 2019  

 Christmas holiday: Monday 23 December 2019 until Friday 3 January 2020  
 
Spring Half Term 1  

 Term starts: Monday 6 January until Friday 14 February 2020  

 Half term holiday: Monday 17 February until Friday 21 February 2020  
 
Spring Half Term 2  

 Term starts: Monday 24 February until Friday 27 March 2020  

 Easter holiday: Monday 30 March until Monday 13 April 2020  
 
Summer Half Term 1  

 Term starts: Tuesday 14 April until Friday 22 May 2020  

 Spring Bank holiday: Monday 25 May until Friday 29 May 2020  
 
Summer Half Term 2  

 Term starts Monday 1 June until Friday 17 July 2020  
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Training days 
 
The School will be closed to students on five days during the year.  These days are: 
 

 Tuesday 2 September 2019 

 Friday 27 September 2019 

 Wednesday 5 February 2020 

 Monday 20 July 2020 

 Tuesday 21 July 2020 
 
Staffing 
 
I am delighted to welcome the following members of staff to King Edward VII School: 
 

 Cleaner, Upper School – Ms J Wilson 

 Design and Technology Technician – Mr J Shillam 

 Isolation Room, Lower School – Mr J Proost 

 Librarian, Upper School – Mrs D Harper 

 Post 16 Administration Assistant – Miss A Lockwood 

 Post 16 Pastoral Manager – Mrs R Nall 

 Science Technician (Physics) – Mr C Adams 

 Science Technician (Key Stage 3) – Miss E Keyes 

 Second in the History Department – Mrs S Davies 

 Teacher of Art, Photography, Design and Technology – Mrs F Heath 

 Teaching Assistant (P/T) – Mrs C Kelly 

 Teacher of Biology – Mrs F Nazrin 

 Teacher of Biology – Ms N Davies 

 Teacher of Business -  Miss J Elks 

 Teacher of Chemistry – Mrs K Adams 

 Teacher of English –  Mrs K Horsfield 

 Teacher of History and Geography – Mr J Homan 

 Teacher of Humanities – Mr A Bryson  

 Teacher of Languages – Miss K Williams 

 Teacher of Mathematics – Mr A Church 

 Teacher of Physics –  Dr C Cooper 

 Teacher of Physics – Mr C Adams 

 Teacher of RE – Mrs Z Norgate 
 

A number of colleagues have changed their roles and responsibilities in the School, as 
noted below: 

 Curriculum Leader of Art, Photography, Engineering, Design and Technology 
– Mrs C Creasy 

 Second in Art, Photography, Engineering, Design and Technology – Mr L 
Wainman 
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 Curriculum Leader KS3 (job share) – Mrs C Benloss and Mr T Ingham 

 Curriculum Leader of MFL – Miss M Mateo-Polo 

 Curriculum Leader of RE and Philosophy – Mrs V Muscroft 

 Curriculum Leader of Philosophy (P/T) – Miss E Firth 

 BTEC Co-ordinator – Mr J P Ward 

 Extended Project Qualification Co-ordinator – Mrs J Brown 

 Post 16 Raising Achievement Leader (P/T) – Mr J Gibb 
 
I look forward to working with you and meeting you during 2019-2020 at King Edward 
VII School or at one of my community based drop in meetings. Please see the attached 
meetings schedule. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact the School should you require any further information, 
help, guidance or support.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Linda Gooden 
Headteacher 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


