




 

 

Support  
for success 

KING EDWARD VII SCHOOL SIXTH FORM 

 Transition Day 

 Guidance Interview at  

        Enrolment 
 
 Induction Programme 

 Tutorial Support 

 Adult Life Skills lessons 

 Teacher Support 

 Post 16 Team support 

 Review System 

 Interventions - Support 

Contract and attendance 

report systems 

 Guidance for university 

applications and Post 18 

progression 

 Independent study areas 
 

 MAP academic support 

 Textbook for all subjects 

The Sixth Form at King Edward VII School has high aspirations for its students. Our aim is to    

ensure that students are able to achieve their potential and to progress to the next stage of 

their careers. The demands on students have increased significantly in recent years— students 

and teachers will work together in partnership to help students succeed. 
 

What students can expect from King Edward VII School; 

• Experienced teachers who enable students to achieve their potential. In 2025 over half of 

the students obtained A*- B grades. 

• A dedicated learning environment. 

• Facilities for independent learning including a text book for all subjects, the Library, two 

Independent Learning Centres (ILC 1 and ILC2) and break-out spaces. 

• Weekly voluntary exam/question practice sessions in the hall. 

• Support plans for students struggling to organise their work. 

• Pastoral support if students are struggling to cope or finding school difficult for some       

reason. 

• Meetings with a form tutor in a small subject based tutorial group. Initially every day at the 

start of Y12, moving to once per week. 

• Guidance and support for Post 18 progression e.g. university and apprenticeship               

applications. 

• Adult Life Skills lessons. Covering topics like healthy relationships, budgeting and living    

independently, online safety, coping with stress etc. 
 

What we expect from our students; 

• Enthusiasm for learning and a willingness to engage. 

• Students should attend and be punctual for all timetabled lessons and apply  

        themselves to achieve their potential. 

• Four to five hours per subject of independent study 

• Students should attend their tutorial and ensure that they are well informed about what is 

happening in School by checking e-mail and the weekly bulletin. 

• Students should show respect to staff and to other students and the facilities provided. 

• Students should remember that they are the senior students and set a good example. 

• Students should dress appropriately for the School environment. 

• Part-time work is encouraged but this should be at a reasonable level so as not to impact 

negatively on school work.  

• Students need to ensure that they do not book holidays in school time and that                 

appointments and driving lessons are arranged outside their lesson times.  

University and other Post 18 options—guidance   

Being in the Sixth Form is stimulating and exciting— a time for development  

and for determining what you plan to do next. Sixth Form is about realising 

your potential, learning how to learn and gaining the results that you need. 

Around 70% of students typically apply to university through the UCAS system, 

but many students prefer to apply for apprenticeships or degree apprentice-

ships. Others may apply to Art Foundation courses. 

We offer you a number of opportunities to enable you to do this; 

• Careers advice is available through a weekly appointment system with a 

professional careers advisor who can offer independent advice and        

guidance. 

• CV and personal statement writing workshop. How to sell yourself to     

employers and universities and get the place you want.  

• Higher Education taster day at Sheffield University 

• Targeted support for Oxbridge applicants, Medics, Vets and Dentists.             

This includes accompanied visits to universities, practice interviews,       

application workshops etc. 

• Post 18 Progression Evening for parents – information for parents to      

support students with their applications. 

• Support for the application process from experienced Post 16 Tutors.  The 

School uses the Unifrog online platform which enables students to fully 

explore university and apprenticeship opportunities—as well as providing 

the framework for the production of personal statements, references and 

CVs. 

 

You need to remember; 

• Your applications are only as good as you are. Make sure that you have 

done everything to keep ahead of the game. Good results—first time.     

Evidence of independent learning. Good attendance and application. Take 

part in extra-curricular activities. Become a School Ambassador. 

• Only apply for courses that you want to do, that accept students with the 

grades you are predicted and are in places where you want to spend the 

next three years.  

Super-curricular activities 

We particularly encourage students to explore and undertake academic work 

related to their A Level or potential university courses. Not only does this show 

initiative and commitment but can also engender a genuine interest in a new 

area of study. Enrolling for a short online course (MOOC) supervised by a     

university, is one way of doing this—they are often free. Unifrog also offers a 

platform to research and enrol onto these courses. We also support students 

to take advantage of work experience opportunities—as long as this involves 

no more than one week of school time. 

 



  Becoming an effective Sixth Form student  

The first few weeks 

When you have received your GCSE results you will be able to contact School upload 

your results and to confirm your choice of courses and place and enrol in the sixth 

form. Enrolment involves an individual meeting to discuss your results and the subjects 

you have chosen. It is sometimes possible to change subjects but this depends on 

whether there is space. We recognise that it is essential that students are on the right 

courses and we spend a great deal of time and effort with students to make sure this is 

the case. For this reason we suggest that for some students it makes sense to start the 

year studying four subjects—they can then drop to three in the subsequent weeks or 

months once they are absolutely sure of their final choices. 
 

Students are likely to have come from as many as 40 different schools so the induction 

sessions and tutorial are helpful in helping students to feel welcome and settled. 

There is also a lunchtime group Y12 Connect where students can borrow some table 

top games such as chess or Uno and meet others for some friendly chat. 

Probationary Private Study 

One of the big challenges of Sixth Form is adapting from a GCSE study mindset to that 

of a successful Sixth Form student. You will have more non-contact time during the day 

and you will need to get into good habits and use your free time effectively. To support 

students with this transition we run supervised and registered private study in the 

mornings of the first half term. Students can leave the site from lunchtime if they have 

no lessons. Assuming there are no concerns on the first review students are deemed to 

have passed their Probationary Private Study and can then choose where and how they 

complete their private study.  

Post 16 study 

Studying for A Levels and BTECs / AAQs is very different from studying GCSEs. You are 

able to select subjects to study which interest you, are linked to further study and 

perhaps to your future career. This is an exciting opportunity. There are a number of 

key things that you need to be aware of to ensure that you make the best of your op-

portunities;  

• All the subjects that you chose to study have their own disciplines.  The focus is not 

on what you know but how you use what you know. You will be given, and need to 

do, lots of practice of examination style questions. 

• You will be expected to take responsibility for your own learning. You will need to 

discuss issues with teachers if you don’t understand something and you will need 

to ask for, and discover, extra material to develop your understanding. 

• You will be expected to work hard. Subjects will set homework which must be  

completed and handed in for marking and feedback. You should be aiming to com-

plete around four to five hours of work a week, per subject outside of class. 

• You will need to learn and revise all of the material in your chosen subjects, but to 

access top grades you will also need to develop a very clear writing style and skills 

of analysis. This takes practice and the ability to learn from mistakes. 

• We have invested in a textbook for all subjects, for all students. There is a deposit 

loan system of £15 per subject for a two year loan. 

Whilst studying at Post 16 is hard work it is also very rewarding. Students are            
enthusiastic, involved and inspired by their experiences and by their teachers.   

 

 
Key Post 16 staff 

Assistant Head, Head of Sixth 

Form  

• Mr S Cooke 
 

Raising Achievement Leaders 
 

• Y12  Mr White  

• Y13  Mrs Braisby 
 

Pastoral Managers 

• Dr K Best 

• Ms S Foster 
 

Safeguarding 

• Mrs C Corker 
 

Post 16 Admin Officers 

• Mrs K Sawtell 

• Mrs M Blackwood 

• Mrs A Lockwood 

Year 12 calendar 
 

October 
Probationary Private Study     
period for 1st half term—getting 
into good habits 
Settling in review—this helps 
identify students at risk of failure 
or who haven’t yet adapted to    
Post 16 study. 
 

December 
Review 1—sent home to parents 
and discussed with students in 
tutorial.   
 

January 
Formal assessments. 
 

February 
Review 2—sent home to parents 
and discussed with students in 
tutorial. Final A Level grades   
predicted for the first time. 
Joint Consultation Evening. 

June 
Formal internal trial exams. 

July 
Resit exams—if needed. 
 

July 
Review 3—sent home to parents 
and discussed with students in 
tutorial. Estimated grades        
generated and used in UCAS    
references. 
Progression meetings and       
enrolment into Year 13. 

Year 13 calendar 
 

September 
Support for Post 18 applications    
continues. 

November 
Review 4—sent home to parents 
and discussed with students in 
tutorial.   
Joint Consultation Evening. 
 

January 
Formal internal trial exams.   
BTEC external examinations. 
 

February 
Review 5—sent home to parents 
and discussed with students in 
tutorials.   
 

April 
Review 6—sent home to parents 
and discussed with students in 
tutorial. Final estimates of most 
likely grades. 
 

May/June 
External A Level and BTEC        
examinations. 

 

 Support, stretch and challenge 
 

Success requires being able to take responsibility for learning—students need to 

demonstrate that they are independent learners and have the discipline of good 

attendance and application in order to succeed. The most able are challenged with 

STEP papers, Physics Olympiad, Cipher challenge, Senior Maths Challenge, Maths 

Olympiad etc. 

EPQ (Extended Project Qualification) 

We encourage all students to do an EPQ. The Extended Project Qualification       

enables you to research a topic of your choice. This is worth half an A Level. You 

will have a schedule of preparatory lessons which underpin the key elements of 

independent learning.  The choice of topic is yours but should be linked to what 

you want to do next and be outside of the subject specifications which you are 

studying. You will have an individual supervisor and you will make a presentation of 

your findings. 

MAP programme 

Not all students find the transition from GCSE easy. For some this is a question of 

the courses they have studied at GCSE, for others it may be language difficulties or 

organisational problems. We have a developed MAP programme. My Achievement 

Project structures targeted support for students who have been identified in the  

Review process as needing support to enable them to achieve their potential. The 

MAP sessions are for small group work (sometimes one to one) and are held in  

non-contact periods, lunch-time or after school. Participation is voluntary but     

expected where students are identified as under-performing. 

Support if you are struggling to cope or finding School difficult 

for some reason 

The two years spent in the Sixth Form can be difficult for students in terms of their 

personal lives. Sometimes the pressures and demands are beyond what a student 

can cope with and undermine their ability to achieve. Our Pastoral Managers have 

a dedicated support role to help students in this position to manage their           

difficulties. They will work with students, teachers and parents and can call on the 

additional expertise of external agencies. If it makes sense we may offer a student 

the opportunity to complete their studies over three years. 

Opportunities  

The range and number of opportunities for Post 16 students to expand their 

knowledge and experience whilst in the Sixth Form is truly extraordinary. This is 

partly due to our location, in a big city and close to two top universities; 

• Subject-based summer schools, taster days and lecture programmes at          
universities all round the country, including Oxford and Cambridge. 

• University outreach schemes such as the Discover Schemes. SOAMS (Sheffield 
Outreach and Access to Medicine), ADOPT (Access to Dental Occupations: Prac-
tice & Tutoring), STEM, Arts and Humanities etc. 

• Work experience (for example, 2 students at JP Morgan in London, recently). 

The Post 16 Bulletin is emailed on a weekly basis with the details of the latest     

opportunities offered by universities, educational charities and companies. 



 

As a student at King Edward VII School you will be encouraged to become involved with a 

wide range of extra curricular activities. These are designed to widen your experience, 

develop new skills and to be enjoyable! You may go on a subject related visit, such the 

Geography field trip or Biology field or to an art gallery, theatre or a special lecture or 

conference at university. 

Opportunities exist within the timetable and outside of the normal school day for all  

students at King Edward VII. All Year 12 students will normally have Wednesday after-

noons free of scheduled lessons making it easier to take up and develop extra curricular 

activities. We usually have over 20 different exhibitors at our Y12 enrichment fayre in 

September. With such a big range there is something for everyone. The teamworking 

and communication skills that you gain through enrichment activities will strengthen 

your applications for university and employment.   

Most years students can experience: 

The Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme is very active in the School, offering opportunities 

for around 60 students every year to undertake the Gold Award.  

In a typical year a number of clubs and societies are active in School including the Eco 

Group, Debating Club and Chess Club.   

Language courses such as Italian, French, German, Spanish and Mandarin classes are 

available after school. You may also decide to be entered for a language A Level in your 

home language as part of the HOLA scheme. 

Extra curricular music is flourishing in the school and offers considerable opportunities 

for students to widen their experience.  In a typical year, musical activities could include 

a Senior Choir, a Madrigal Group, a First Orchestra, a Brass Band, a Jazz Band, a String 

Quartet and a Barber Shop group.  Musical Groups have been successful in competitions 

both locally and nationally. 

Drama is strong in the School and in recent years students have undertaken, very        

successfully, their own dramatic productions as well as being involved in the major 

School plays of the year.  Productions give opportunities for students to be involved as 

actors, as stage crew and as producers and directors. Several students in have had parts 

in plays at the Crucible and have taken up places in Drama and Acting Schools around the 

country once they have left King Edward VII School. 

School sports teams are active in the Sixth Form and PE staff will encourage you and 

organise fixtures on your behalf. There are staff timetabled on Wednesday afternoons 

and sports halls are available on both school sites. At the highest level, students and  

former students have represented Sheffield, Yorkshire and England. Recently students 

have won representative honours in athletics, swimming, tennis, fencing, bouldering and 

ice skating. Some go skiing in Italy as part of the School ski trip. 

Many students arrange to work as a volunteer. This could be at the Hallamshire Hospital, 

a care home, Western Park Museum, a local primary school such as Broomhill or       

Sharrow Primary Schools working with younger students and helping them read. Such 

experiences can be very rewarding and sometimes life-changing—often they are          

pre-requisite for progression to certain careers. 

Some students have achieved highly with Physics and Maths Olympiads— representing 

the UK in international finals. The Cipher Club has a distinguished record at a national 

level. 

Enrichment Opportunities KING EDWARD VII 
SCHOOL 



King Edward VII School 
 

 

Student destinations 

September 2025 

www.kes.sheffield.sch.uk 

King Edward VII - Upper School 
Post 16 Office 
Glossop Road 
Sheffield 
S10 2PW 
 
Telephone - 0114 2296581 
Email - p16admissions@kes.sheffield.sch.uk 



Provider name
Provider 

code
Course code Course placed

Year of 

entry

Sheffield Hallam University S21 N4N3 Accounting and Finance 2025

Manchester Metropolitan University M40 N424 Accounting and Finance (Foundation Year) 2025

Rose Bruford College R51 W4W3 Actor Musicianship 2026

University of Manchester M20 B740 Adult Nursing 2025

University of Manchester M20 B740 Adult Nursing 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 H415 Aerospace Engineering 2025

University of Bristol B78 H410 Aerospace Engineering 2025

University of Sheffield S18 H407 Aerospace Engineering with a Foundation Year 2025

University of Sheffield S18 H407 Aerospace Engineering with a Foundation Year 2025

University of Manchester M20 H406 Aerospace Engineering with Industrial Experience 2025

Arts University Bournemouth A66 W615 Animation Production 2025

University of Bristol B78 VL46 Archaeology and Anthropology 2025

Nottingham Trent University N91 K100 Architecture 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 AA13 Architecture 2025

University of Liverpool L41 K100 Architecture 2025

London South Bank University L75 D633 Baking Science and Technology 2025

University of Sheffield S18 C100 Biological Sciences 2025

University of Sheffield S18 B900 Biomedical Science 2025

University of Sheffield S18 B900 Biomedical Science 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 B940 Biomedical Science 2025

Manchester Metropolitan University M40 C742 Biomedical Science with Foundation Year 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 A049 Biomedical Science with Foundation Year 2025

University of Sheffield S18 B911 Biomedical Science with Industrial Placement Year 2025

University of Leeds L23 B100 Biomedical Sciences 2025

Newcastle University N21 B940 Biomedical Sciences 2025

University of Lincoln L39 N100 Business 2025

Northumbria University, Newcastle N77 N765 Business and Management Foundation Year 2025

Manchester Metropolitan University M40 NN5N Business and Marketing 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 L100 Business Economics 2025

Manchester Metropolitan University M40 N201 Business Management 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 BB01 Business Management and Marketing 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 H8H1 Chemical Engineering 2025

The University of Edinburgh E56 H804 Chemical Engineering 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 F100 Chemistry 2025

Durham University D86 F105 Chemistry 2025

University of Sheffield S18 F100 Chemistry 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 A047 Chemistry with Foundation Year 2025

University of Liverpool L41 F161 Chemistry with Research in Industry 2025

University of Oxford O33 T101 Chinese 2025

University of Manchester M20 BC18 Cognitive Neuroscience and Psychology 2025

Newcastle University N21 Y001 Combined Honours 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 G400 Computer Science 2025

Newcastle University N21 G400 Computer Science 2025

University of York Y50 G400 Computer Science 2026

Loughborough University L79 G401 Computer Science (with placement year) 2025

University of Manchester M20 H114 Computer Science with an Integrated Foundation Year 2025

De Montfort University D26 W223 Concept and Comic Arts 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 M931 Criminology 2025

Manchester Metropolitan University M40 CRS1 Criminology and Sociology 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 GG4N Cyber Security 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 GG4N Cyber Security 2025

University of Leeds L23 A200 Dental Surgery 2026

University of Sheffield S18 A200 Dental Surgery 2025

University of Leeds L23 A200 Dental Surgery 2025

University of Leeds L23 A200 Dental Surgery 2025

University of Liverpool L41 B750 Dental Therapy 2025

University of Manchester M20 A206 Dentistry (BDS first-year entry) 2025

Nottingham Trent University N91 W280 Design for Film and Television 2025



Provider name
Provider 

code
Course code Course placed

Year of 

entry

Coventry University C85 P479 Digital Media 2025

Queen Mary University of London Q50 W400 Drama 2025

Manchester Metropolitan University M40 W410 Drama and Contemporary Performance 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 X110 Early Years and Primary Education (3-7) with QTS 2025

Newcastle University N21 L100 Economics 2025

Manchester Metropolitan University M40 L100 Economics 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 L1L1 Economics 2025

Leeds Beckett University L27 3W2Q Economics & Finance 2025

Leeds Beckett University L27 3W2Q Economics & Finance 2025

University of Sheffield S18 LG11 Economics and Mathematics 2025

University of Bristol B78 L105 Economics with Study Abroad 2025

University of Glasgow G28 LVC1 Economics/History 2025

Liverpool John Moores University L51 XX31 Education and Special Educational Needs 2025

Manchester Metropolitan University M40 C813 Educational Psychology 2025

Manchester Metropolitan University M40 C813 Educational Psychology 2026

University of Nottingham N84 H60A Electrical and Electronic Engineering including an Industrial Year2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 A024 Electrical and Electronic Engineering with Foundation Year 2025

Loughborough University L79 H602 Electronic and Electrical Engineering (with a Foundation Year)2025

King's College London, University of LondonK60 Q300 English 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 Q300 English 2025

University of Bristol B78 QR31 English and French 2025

Bristol, UWE B80 F900 Environmental Science 2025

Manchester Metropolitan University M40 7L65 Fashion Business and Management 2025

Manchester Metropolitan University M40 W236 Fashion Design and Technology 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 B031 Film and TV Production 2026

Sheffield Hallam University S21 B034 Film and TV Production with Foundation Year 2025

University of Bradford B56 B991 Foundation in Clinical Sciences and Medicine 2025

University of Derby D39 Y001 Foundation Pathways Programme 2025

University of Leeds L23 F800 Geography 2025

Nottingham Trent University N91 F801 Geography 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 W210 Graphic Design 2025

Nottingham Trent University N91 W211 Graphic Design 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 W210 Graphic Design 2025

Northumbria University, Newcastle N77 V100 History 2025

Manchester Metropolitan University M40 V100 History 2025

University of York Y50 V100 History 2025

University of Manchester M20 V100 History 2026

University of Nottingham N84 V100 History 2025

University of Leeds L23 V100 History 2025

University of York Y50 V100 History 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 V100 History 2025

The University of Edinburgh E56 V200 History and Economics 2025

University of Sheffield S18 RV50 History and Modern Languages & Cultures 2026

King's College London, University of LondonK60 R903 History and Modern Languages with a Year Abroad 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 C011 History with Foundation Year 2025

Manchester Metropolitan University M40 N600 Human Resource Management 2025

Birmingham City University B25 W250 Interior Architecture and Design 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 W250 Interior Architecture and Design 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 N124 International Business 2025

City (City St George's, University of London)C60 P500 Journalism 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 B004 Journalism, Public Relations with Media 2026

University of Sheffield S18 T415 Korean Studies 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 M100 Law 2025

University of York Y50 M100 Law 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 M100 Law 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 M100 Law 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 M100 Law 2025

Newcastle University N21 M101 Law 2025



Provider name
Provider 

code
Course code Course placed

Year of 

entry

University of Leicester L34 M100 Law 2025

University of Sheffield S18 M120 Law (European and International) 2025

Manchester Metropolitan University M40 M101 Law (Foundation Year) 2025

University of Liverpool L41 M1L3 Law and Criminology 2025

University of Sheffield S18 M930 Law and Criminology 2025

University of Liverpool L41 M1L3 Law and Criminology 2025

University of Liverpool L41 M111 Law with a Year Abroad 2026

Sheffield Hallam University S21 M1M9 Law with Criminology 2025

Royal Holloway, University of London R72 MF05 Law with International Relations with a Year in Industry 2025

Newcastle University N21 Q100 Linguistics 2025

Durham University D86 N510 Marketing and Management with Placement Year 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 N590 Marketing Communications and Advertising 2025

University of Bristol B78 G103 Mathematics 2025

University of Leeds L23 G100 Mathematics 2025

University of Leicester L34 GN1H Mathematics and Actuarial Science 2025

University of Leeds L23 GVC5 Mathematics and Philosophy 2026

University of Oxford O33 G100 Mathematics/Mathematics and Statistics 2025

University of Lincoln L39 A106 MBChB Medicine with Gateway Year 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 H300 Mechanical Engineering 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 H300 Mechanical Engineering 2025

University of Sheffield S18 H300 Mechanical Engineering 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 H300 Mechanical Engineering 2026

Loughborough University L79 H300 Mechanical Engineering 2025

University of Manchester M20 H109 Mechanical Engineering - Integrated Foundation Year 2025

University of Nottingham N84 H30C Mechanical Engineering Including an Industrial year 2025

Manchester Metropolitan University M40 H308 Mechanical Engineering with Foundation Year 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 A029 Mechanical Engineering with Foundation Year 2025

University of Birmingham B32 H304 Mechanical Engineering with Industrial Year 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 AA14 Mechatronic and Robotic Engineering 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 AA14 Mechatronic and Robotic Engineering 2025

University of Sheffield S18 A100 Medicine 2025

University of Nottingham N84 A100 Medicine 2025

University of Nottingham N84 A100 Medicine 2025

Newcastle University N21 A100 Medicine and Surgery 2025

University of Manchester M20 7A22 Microbiology (4 years) [MSci] 2025

University of Warwick W20 8R73 Modern Languages 2025

University of Manchester M20 W302 Music 2025

Leeds Conservatoire L30 W302 Music (Popular Music) 2025

Leeds Conservatoire L30 5W2D Music (Production with Popular) 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 B740 Nursing (Adult) 2025

University of Leeds L23 B700 Nursing (Adult) 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 B740 Nursing (Adult) 2025

Keele University K12 B740 Nursing (Adult) 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 B730 Nursing (Child) 2025

University of Salford S03 B713 Nursing Associate (Direct Entry Route) 2025

King's College London, University of LondonK60 B740 Nursing with Registration as an Adult Nurse 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 B920 Occupational Therapy 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 B990 Operating Department Practice 2025

University of Sheffield S18 B520 Orthoptics 2025

UCEN Manchester M10 014W Performing Arts (Acting) 2025

University of Sheffield S18 B230 Pharmacy 2025

University of Huddersfield H60 B230 Pharmacy 2025

University of East Anglia UEA E14 8B23 Pharmacy with a Preparatory Year 2025

Birmingham City University B25 W640 Photography 2026

University of Nottingham N84 F303 Physics 2025

University of Nottingham N84 F300 Physics 2025

University of York Y50 F304 Physics with a foundation year 2025

University of Leeds L23 F3F7 Physics with Astrophysics (Industrial) 2025



Provider name
Provider 

code
Course code Course placed

Year of 

entry

Manchester Metropolitan University M40 B160 Physiotherapy 2025

Keele University K12 B1B9 Physiotherapy with Foundation Year 2025

University of York Y50 L200 Politics 2025

University of Reading R12 LL12 Politics and Economics 2025

Newcastle University N21 VL12 Politics and History 2025

Newcastle University N21 VL12 Politics and History 2025

University of Manchester M20 LL23 Politics and Sociology 2025

Newcastle University N21 LL32 Politics and Sociology 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 C800 Psychology 2025

Leeds Beckett University L27 C800 Psychology 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 C800 Psychology 2025

University of Liverpool L41 C800 Psychology 2025

Newcastle University N21 C800 Psychology 2025

Kingston University K84 C802 Psychology (4 years full time with Professional Placement) 2025

University of York Y50 CX83 Psychology in Education 2025

University of Leeds L23 C812 Psychology with Education 2026

Sheffield Hallam University S21 A103 Psychology with Foundation Year 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 A103 Psychology with Foundation Year 2025

Northumbria University, Newcastle N77 K240 Quantity Surveying 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 B822 Radiotherapy and Oncology 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 BB19 Radiotherapy and Oncology with Foundation Year 2025

University of Huddersfield H60 BCF0 Science Extended Degree leading to a BSc(Hons) Degree 2025

University of Huddersfield H60 BCF0 Science Extended Degree leading to a BSc(Hons) Degree 2025

University of Bristol B78 L400 Social Policy 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 G600 Software Engineering 2025

Sheffield Hallam University S21 G600 Software Engineering 2025

University of Salford S03 H350 Sound Engineering and Production with Placement 2025

University of Manchester M20 RRK5 Spanish and Portuguese 2025

Leeds Beckett University L27 B620 Speech and Language Therapy 2025

Liverpool Hope University L46 C604 Sport & Exercise Science 2026

University of Liverpool L41 D100 Veterinary Science 2025

University of Liverpool L41 C300 Zoology 2026



 

 
King Edward VII School   

Post 16 Courses 
 

 
 

A Levels 
Art & Design (Fine Art) 

Art & Design (Graphic Communication) 

Art & Design (Photography) 

Art & Design (Textiles) 

Biology 

Business 

Chemistry 

Computer Science 

Design Technology (Product Design) 

Drama and Theatre 

Economics 

English Language 

English Literature 

French 

Geography 

German 

History 

Maths 

Further Maths 

Music 

Physical Education 

Philosophy 

Physics 

Politics 

Psychology 

Sociology 

Spanish 
 
 

Level 3 Applied Courses - BTEC and/or AAQ 
Note detail uncertain until the Curriculum and Assessment 
Review reports in Autumn 2025 about the funding rules for 
BTECs and AAQs 
Applied Science 

Business 

Engineering 

Health & Social Care 
 
 

Other courses 
Core Maths AS (0.4 of an A level) 

Extended Project Qualification or EPQ (0.5 of an A level) 



King Edward VII School 
 

Curriculum 
 

Summary and entry  
requirements for 
September 2026 

 
 

Further details available  
from subject areas 

www.kes.sheffield.sch.uk 

King Edward VII - Upper School 
Post 16 Office 
Glossop Road 
Sheffield 
S10 2PW 
 
Telephone - 0114 2296581 
Email - p16admissions@kes.sheffield.sch.uk 
 



 
LEVEL 2 

End of Year 11 

GCSEs and Level 2 

BTECs completed 

LEVEL 3 

A Levels only — start 3 or 4   

If started with 4 subjects typically 

drop one subject in the autumn of 

Y12. 

Only 3 grades needed for Post 18 

progression. 

Further Maths students might do 4 

subjects to end of Y13.  

 

YEAR 12 YEAR 13 YEAR 14 

 

LEVEL 3 

Finish        

3 or 4 subjects 

 
LEVEL 3 

Finish  
2 subjects  
Start another         
A Level/AAQ 

 

HIGHER EDUCATION  

UNIVERSITY 

70% 

INCLUDING    
FOUNDATION       

DEGREES  
(ONE OR TWO YEAR 
COURSES, LEADING 

TO        DEGREE 
COURSES) 

 

DEGREE               

APPRENTICESHIPS 

 

APPRENTICESHIPS 
 

FURTHER             

EDUCATION        

E.g. ART             

FOUNDATION 

 
EMPLOYMENT 

 

GAP YEAR 

 
Additional  

qualifications 

Completed in Y12, 

Y13 or Y14 

 
OR 

 

About 75%  of 

Y12 students will  

follow this route. 

Just under 1/3 of 

students  enter 

university with 

BTECs or AAQs. 

 

KING EDWARD VII  
SCHOOL 

LEVEL 3 

Finish                 
1 subject       

About 10% of    

students need 

this third year 

 

LEVEL 3 

A Levels and AAQ / BTEC 

MIXED ECONOMY ROUTE 

E.g. 2 A Levels and 1 AAQ /BTEC 

Can only do a maximum of one AAQ 

alongside A Levels 

For all pathways 

Additional half courses available:  

Core Maths, Extended Project  

Qualification or EPQ 



King Edward VII School Sixth Form  
Course entry requirements for September 2026  
Minimum of 5 good GCSE grades (Grade 4 or better) which must include English Language and Maths at 
Grade 4 or better.  

 
Subjects Qualification Course entry requirements and extra information 

Applied Science 
AAQ  

AAQ Level 3  Single award qualification  
Grade 5 in two Sciences and Grade 5 in Maths.. 

Art and Design  
(Fine Art) 

A Level Grade 5 in Art, Photography or Graphics or attending an interview with a suitable portfolio of work. 

Art and Design  
(Graphic 
Communication) 

A Level Grade 5 Art & Design/Photography/Graphics or Grade 5 in a Design & Technology subject. 
Some creative BTEC qualifications may also be useful or attending an interview with a suitable 
portfolio of work 

Art and Design  
(Photography) 

A Level Grade 5 in Art, Photography or Graphics or attending an interview with a suitable portfolio of work. 

Art and Design  
(Textiles) 

A Level Grade 5 in a Design & Technology subject or Grade 5 in Art & Design or attending an interview with 
a suitable portfolio of work. 

Biology A Level Grade 6s in Combined Science or Grade 6 in GCSE Biology and Grade 6 in either Chemistry or 
Physics. Grade 6 in Maths.  

Business 
 

A Level Grade 5 in English Language or English Literature and Maths. 
If you have studied a Business related GCSE you must have attained at least a Grade 5. 

Business BTEC BTEC Level 3  Single award qualification. Grade 4 in Maths and English Language. 
A Business related subject at Grade 4 or BTEC Level 2 merit if previously studied. 

Chemistry A Level Grade 6s in Combined Science or Grade 6 in GCSE Chemistry and Grade 6 in either Biology or 
Physics. Grade 6 in Maths. 

Computer 
Science 

A Level Grade 5 in Maths. Grade 5 in Computing, Physics and/or Electronics 5 if previously studied. 
 

Drama and 
Theatre 

A Level Grade 5 in GCSE Drama or Expressive Arts or Merit in BTEC Level 2 Drama or Expressive Arts. 
Grade 5 in English Language or Literature.  Relevant performance experience where no Drama 
GCSE/BTEC course has been studied may be accepted after discussion with staff. 

Early Childhood 
Development 
AAQ 

AAQ Level 3 Single award qualification. Grade 4 in GCSE English Language and Maths. Grade 4,4 in Combined 
Science. Level 2 Pass in BTEC Health & Social Care if previously studied. 

Economics A Level Grade 5 in English Language or English Literature and grade 5 in Maths. 
If you have studied a Business-related GCSE you must have attained at least a grade 5. 
If you have not studied a Business related GCSE you must have obtained a grade 5 in a humanities 
subject. 

Engineering  
BTEC 

BTEC Level 3  1.5 award qualification plus 0.5 EPQ. Grade 4 in English Language and grade 5 in Maths and grade 
5 in one Science. Level 2 BTEC Merit or grade 5 in a creative subject or suitable portfolio.  

English 
Language 

A Level Grade 5 in English Language and Grade 5 in English Literature. 

English Literature A Level Grade 5 in English Literature and Grade 5 in English Language. 

Extended Project 
Qualification EPQ 

0.5 of an A Level Students can sign up to take an independent but mentored EPQ in the autumn of Y12. 

French A Level Grade 5 in GCSE French on the higher tier paper. 
 

Geography A Level Grade 5 at GCSE.  If not taken at GCSE a Grade 5 in English and Maths is required. 

German A Level Grade 5 in GCSE German on the higher tier paper. 
 

Health & Social 
Care AAQ  

AAQ Level 3  Single award qualification. Grade 4 in GCSE English Language and Maths. Grade 4,4 in Combined 
Science. Level 2 Pass in BTEC Health & Social Care if previously studied. 

History A Level Grade 5 at GCSE.  If not taken at GCSE a Grade 5 in English Language or English Literature.  

Maths A Level Grade 6 in Maths. 

Core Maths 0.4 of an A Level Grade 4 or above in Maths. Designed for students NOT taking Maths A Level. Will complement 
subjects such as: Engineering, Psychology, Business or Computer Science. 

Further Maths A Level Grade 8 in Maths. 

Medical Science 
AAQ 

AAQ Level 3  Single award qualification. Grade 5,5 in Combined Science, if triple award Biology and Chemistry 
must both be at least a Grade 5, and Grade 5 in Maths. 

Music A Level Grade 6 in Music GCSE or ABRSM Grade 5 on an instrument or BTEC Level 2 Merit, ABRSM or 
equivalent Grade 5 on an instrument / voice and ability to read music notation or an equivalent 
demonstration of expertise 

Physical 
Education 

A Level Grade 5 in two Sciences.  Grade 5 in GCSE PE if taken. Strong interest and regular participation in 
competitive sport. 

Philosophy A Level Grade 5 in English Language or English Literature. 

Physics A Level Grade 6s in Combined Science or Grade 6 in GCSE Physics and Grade 6 in either Chemistry or 
Biology. Grade 6 in Maths. 

Politics A Level Grade 5 in English Language or English Literature and a grade 5 in a Humanities subject. 

Product Design A Level Grade 5 in a Design & Technology subject or Grade 5 in Art & Design, Graphics or Level 2 Pass in 
Engineering or attending an interview with a suitable portfolio of work. 

Psychology A Level Grade 5 in English Language or English Literature and Maths.  Grade 5 in one Science. 

Sociology A Level Grade 5 in English Language or English Literature and Grade 4 in Maths. 

Spanish A Level Grade 5 in GCSE Spanish on the higher tier paper. 

 

 

Printed November 2025 – please refer to our website for the most up to date information   
 



Important notes:  
 
These are the courses we plan to run with their entrance criteria. This information may be subject to change. 
Some courses may not run if there are very low numbers.  

 

• There will be 9 lessons in most subjects spread over the 2 years. There will either be 5 lessons in Year 
12 and 4 in Y13, or 4 lessons in Year 12 and 5 in Year 13. 

 

• Most subjects will offer an additional MAP period to run interventions with those students needing further 
support. 

 

• Wednesday afternoons will usually be kept free for all Year 12 students – allowing for a range of 
enrichment activities: sport, Duke of Edinburgh’s Gold Award, support sessions, masterclasses, events at 
the universities, working with younger students, volunteering etc. 
 

• If courses run with very few students the number of teaching periods may be reduced by one period – to 
a minimum of 4 periods. 

 

• BTEC and AAQ courses will have a mixture of examined content and assignments. The BTEC 
Engineering is the Foundation Diploma worth 1.5 A levels this alongside an Engineering EPQ worth 0.5 A 
Levels gives a double award. All the rest of our vocational courses are single award qualifications worth 
the equivalent of 1 A Level.    

 

• There will only be ONE teaching group of the AAQs / BTECs so numbers will be capped. Places will be 
allocated and offers made with a waiting list if necessary. The criteria used will be ‘aptitude for the course 
and potential to succeed’. 

 

• There are a range of independent study areas in school, including an extensive library with librarian 
support. Most areas have IT provision. There is a textbook for every subject available on a loan 
scheme. 

 

• You will find full details of each course in our prospectus. See our website: 
https://www.kes.sheffield.sch.uk/sixth-form 

 

• If you have questions about admissions see https://www.sheffieldprogress.co.uk/ or ask us via e-mail 
mailto:p16admissions@kes.sheffield.sch.uk 

 
 
 
 
Printed November 2025 – some details may change by September 2026. Please check our website for the most up to 
date information. 

 
 

https://www.kes.sheffield.sch.uk/sixth-form
https://www.sheffieldprogress.co.uk/
mailto:p16admissions@kes.sheffield.sch.uk


Y12 BLOCKS 2026-27 (AAQ) Version 3

Block A Block B Block C Block D Block E

Biology Art & Design (Fine Art) Art & Design (Photography) Art & Design (Fine Art) Biology

Business Art & Design (Graphic Communication) Art & Design (Textiles) Biology Drama and Theatre

Chemistry Biology Chemistry Business English Literature

Core Mathematics (1 Yr) Chemistry English Language Chemistry Geography

English Language Economics Further Maths Computer Science History

History German Mathematics Economics Mathematics

Mathematics Geography Music English Literature Philosophy

PE History Politics French Psychology 

Physics Mathematics Psychology Further Mathematics

Psychology Physics Spanish Mathematics

Sociology Politics Physics

Psychology Psychology 

Sociology Product Design Medical Science (AAQ)

Business (BTEC) Applied Science (AAQ) Health and Social Care (AAQ) Engineering (BTEC)

 (Foundation Diploma)

Engineering (BTEC)

 (Foundation Diploma)

Early Childhood Development 

(AAQ)

Students need to choose subjects from different blocks to ensure that they fit into the timetable

Anyone wishing to do Engineering will need to choose Block C AND E

Anyone wishing to do Further Mathematics will have to study this in  Block C AND Block D

NOTE: The school reserves the right not to run courses where the number of students is not viable

PLEASE NOTE THAT THERE MAY BE CHANGES TO THIS BLOCK TIMETABLE 



King Edward VII School 
 

www.kes.sheffield.sch.uk 

King Edward VII - Upper School 
Post 16 Office 
Glossop Road 
Sheffield 
S10 2PW 
 
Telephone - 0114 2296581 
Email - p16admissions@kes.sheffield.sch.uk 
 
 

 
Examination 
Performance 

 2025 
 



Examination results 2025 

 

A Level 
 
98% pass rate A*-E 
 
23% of all entries were A* - A grades 
 
53% of all entries were A* - B grades  

Average A Level grade = B- 

 

BTEC 

100% pass rate 

Average BTEC grade = Distinction-  

 

204 students gained a place at university 

  
85% of students who applied to university got a place  
  
2 students secured places at Oxford university - 26 students in the last 5 
years have secured a place at Oxford or Cambridge University 
 
11 other early applicants were successful. 5 for medicine, 5 for Dentistry and 1 
for Veterinary Science 
  
86 students gained places at Russell Group universities 
  
52 students gained places at Sheffield Hallam University and 17 
at Sheffield University 

  

 
 

 

 

     



KING EDWARD VII SCHOOL

KS5 EXAMINATION RESULTS 2025

Subject A* A B C D E U

Art & Design: Fine Art 1 3 5 6 2 1 0

Art & Design: Graphic Communication 1 3 2 2 2 0 0

Art & Design: Photography 0 0 3 8 2 0 0

Art & Design: Textiles 0 0 3 0 2 0 0

Biology 7 8 21 20 5 0 1

Business Studies 0 6 15 9 3 0 0

Chemistry 1 13 13 16 18 6 3

Computer Studies 0 2 5 2 6 2 3

Design Technology: Product Design 0 1 2 2 3 1 1

Drama 0 1 5 1 0 0 0

Economics 0 2 12 9 5 0 1

English Language 2 5 6 5 0 0 0

English Literature 1 4 10 6 1 0 0

French 0 2 3 2 0 0 0

Further Mathematics 2 0 5 5 0 0 2

Geography 1 3 6 5 3 2 0

German 1 0 3 0 2 0 0

History 3 11 16 11 7 2 0

Mathematics 5 26 19 17 22 9 2

Music 0 1 2 0 1 4 1

PE 0 0 1 2 2 0 0

Philosophy 0 5 1 2 3 0 0

Physics 2 10 12 12 6 4 1

Politics 0 4 11 10 3 0 1

Psychology 2 9 26 14 6 2 0

Sociology 1 3 6 8 7 2 1

Spanish 2 5 2 2 2 0 0

Subject A* A B C D E U

Core Maths 0 0 3 2 0 0

EPQ 7 14 11 12 4 4 1

BTEC - Single Award D* D M P U

Applied Science 0 1 1 0 0

Business 1 5 5 0 0

Engineering 0 0 0 1 0

Health and Social Care 3 3 1 0 0

BTEC - 1.5 Award D* D M P U

Engineering 0 6 4 2 0

BTEC - Dual Award D*D* D*D DD DM MM MP PP U

Applied Science 1 1 4 1 1 0 0 0

Health and Social Care 0 0 2 0 1 0 0 0

BTEC - Triple Award D*D*D* D*D*D D*DD DDD DDM DMM MMM MMP MPP PPP U

Health and Social Care 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0

BTEC  GRADES

A LEVEL GRADES

ONE-YEAR COURSES / AS LEVEL GRADES
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Applied Science Level 3 AAQ 

 

The extended certificate is equivalent in size to one A Level. 

Assignments, units and final marks will be awarded as:  Pass (E), Merit (C), 
Distinction (A). 

 

This Science course is specifically aimed at young people wanting to study 
a related course at university, take up an apprenticeship or career straight 
after school. 

It is ideal for students who would enjoy completing regular assignments and project 
work. The course is made up of 5 units of work covering different aspects of science. 
There are 3 examined units and 2 assignment assessed units. 

What do I need to study Science Level 3 BTEC 

Grade 5 in two Sciences and grade 4 in Maths 

What will I learn? 

Principles and Applications of Biology 

Principles and Applications of Chemistry 

Principles and Applications of Physics 

These three theory based units will be taught through Y12 and the start of Y13 and 
externally examined in January of Y13. 

Practical Scientific Procedures and Techniques: This unit is internally assessed 
as written reports. It is broken down into 4 sections A-D and will run alongside the 
theory units through Y12 and Y13. 

Science Investigation Skills: This unit will be carried out in Y13 after the exams. 
You will get the opportunity to plan and carry out your own investigation into a topic 
that you are personally interested in. 

As well as learning a broad base of scientific knowledge, you will learn a variety of 
laboratory techniques and skills to a high standard, how to process and analyse data 
and improve method and technique. You will learn how to research, reference and 
write reports.  

 

  

https://www.preston.ac.uk/course/applied-science-level-3-2/


How will I be taught? 

The majority of your lessons will be in laboratories where you’ll be taught theory, 
carry out practical experiments and write up scientific. Some of the assignment work 
will be completed outside of lessons. 

 

 

How will I be assessed? 

There are a variety of assessment methods including; examinations, written 
coursework and practical experiments. You will be assessed throughout the years 
with assignments that must be completed and passed. For the AAQ every piece of 
work is marked on its own merits and that mark will affect your final grade. This 
means you need to put continued effort into your studies throughout the whole of 2 
years and good attendance is essential. 

 

 

What can I do next? 

This course is the equivalent of one A-Level and is worth up to 56 UCAS points 
depending on your grades. This allows progression to related degree programmes at 
universities across the country. Alternatively, you may seek employment in the 
industry. A recent economic study of South Yorkshire (September 2017) has 
identified a shortage of young people ready to work as laboratory technicians – 
there is projected to be a significant increase in the number of job vacancies in this 
field. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.preston.ac.uk/course/applied-science-level-3-2/
https://www.preston.ac.uk/course/applied-science-level-3-2/
https://www.preston.ac.uk/course/applied-science-level-3-2/
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ART & DESIGN:  
 

King Edward VII School proudly boasts a large cohort of creative students from 
across the city who bond together forming a strong Art and Design identity.  

The course itself is an exciting and fast paced two-year experience with clear focus 
on individual creative development. All A level Art and Design courses comprise of a 
Personal Investigation worth 60% and an externally set assignment worth 40%.  

• Fine Art 

• Graphic Communication 

• Photography 

• Textiles 

• 3D Design 

What do I need in order to study Art and Design at A level? 

Students who wish to follow any of these courses need to be highly motivated, 
creatively inquisitive, proactive and enthusiastic about the subject. Ideally students 
will have attained at least a grade 5 at GCSE in one of the following subjects:    

Art and Design/Photography/Graphics/Textiles.  

Occasionally we do take students on the course without this qualification but these 
students will be expected to submit a portfolio of work and have an informal 
interview to chat about their aspirations.  

What does the course involve? 

Students will produce a coursework unit (Personal Investigation 60%) and an 
examination unit titled “externally set assignment” (E.S.A. 40%). This unit ends with 
a controlled test component during which time students produce their final outcomes.   

Students are required to: 

• Understand and explore the concepts and contexts of the work of contemporary 

artists, crafts persons, designers and photographers, plus other critical sources such 

as film, music and literature. 

• Explore and experiment with a range of materials. 

• Record from observation including taking photographic images. 

• Experiment and develop ideas through a range of practical and conceptual 

processes, working towards a final piece showing clearly how you have been 

informed by the work of contemporary artists, crafts persons, designers and 

photographers, plus other critical sources such as film, music and literature. 

• Present the work in an appropriate context e.g. sketchbook, mounted sheets, virtual 

folder, website, with an introductory written element. 

• Produce a substantial final piece (or pieces) of work. 

 



 

 

Art & Design: Fine Art  

Art & Design: Photography 

AO1 – Research – understanding the work of others 

AO2 – Development – experimentation and refinement 

AO3 – Observation - recording ideas 

AO4 – Outcomes – clearly linked personal responses  

 

 

 Component 1 Project Portfolio (60%) 

Students will be asked to produce a range of images, artefacts and samples leading 
into either two dimensional or three dimensional pieces of creative work.  

Portfolios will include: 

• A selection of thoughtfully presented pieces that demonstrates the breadth 
and depth of the course of study. 

• At least one extended collection of work or project, based on an idea, 
concept, theme or issue. This should demonstrate the student’s ability to 
sustain work from an initial starting point to a final outcome. 

• Evidence of their ability to research and develop ideas and link their work in a 
meaningful way to relevant critical/contextual materials. 

 

Component 2 Externally Set Assignment (40%) 

Students will choose one question from a choice set by AQA. Students must cover all 
four assessment objectives thoroughly during the examination period.  

Preparatory period – from February 1st 

Preparatory work should be presented in any suitable format, such as mounted 
sheets, design sheets, sketchbooks, workbooks, journals or models. 

Supervised examination – 15 hours 

In the 15 hours spread over a week, students must produce a finished outcome or a 
series of related finished outcomes, informed by their preparatory work. 

 



 
 
 

ART and DESIGN: 
GRAPHIC COMMUNCATION 

 

This is a two-year course which comprises 60% coursework, 40% E.S.A. 

What do I need to study GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION at A level? 

Students who wish to follow this course need to be inquisitive, self-motivated, 
creative, proactive and enthusiastic about the subject. Ideally you should have 
attained at least a grade 5 at GCSE in Art and Design. Occasionally we do take 
students on the course without this qualification but these students will be expected 
to submit a portfolio of work and have an informal interview to chat about their 
aspirations.  

What does the course involve? 

Students will produce a coursework unit (Personal Investigation 60%) and an 
examination unit titled “externally set assignment” (E.S.A. 40%). This unit ends with 
a controlled test component during which time students produce their final outcomes.   

Students are required to: 

• Understand and explore the concepts and contexts of the work of 

contemporary designers, artists, craftspeople, and photographers, plus other 

critical sources such as film, music and literature. 

• Explore and experiment with a wide range of approaches to Graphic Design. 

• Record and collect visual inspiration from various sources. 

• Develop ideas through a range of practical experiments and conceptual 

processes, working towards a final piece showing clearly how you have been 

informed by the work of Key Graphic Designers and others. 

• Present the work in an appropriate context e.g. Power Point, mounted sheets, 

virtual folder, website, with an introductory written element. 

• Produce a substantial final piece (or pieces) of work. 

 

 

 



 Art & Design: Graphic Communication 

AO1 – Research – understanding the work of others 

AO2 – Development – experimentation and refinement 

AO3 – Observation - recording ideas 

AO4 – Outcomes – clearly linked personal responses  

 

 

Component 1 Project Portfolio (60%) 

 

Students will be asked to produce a range of images, experiments and samples leading 
into either two dimensional or three dimensional pieces of creative work.  

Portfolios will include: 

• A Clear Design “story” showing the progression of work from initial sketches 
to refined graphic outcomes. 

• A fully developed outcome, or series of outcomes, informed by focussed 
research and purposeful experimentation 

• Evidence of student’s ability to develop ideas and link their work in a 
meaningful way to relevant critical/contextual materials. 

 

Component 2 Externally Set Assignment (40%) 

 

Students will choose one question from a choice set by AQA. Students must cover all 
of the same four assessment objectives thoroughly during the examination period.  

Preparatory period – from February 1st 

Preparatory work should be presented in any suitable format, such as Power Point, 
design sheets, sketchbooks, workbooks, journals or models. 

Supervised examination – 15 hours 

In the 15 hours spread over a week, students must produce a finished outcome or a 
series of related finished outcomes, informed by their preparatory work. 

 

 

 



ART and DESIGN: 
3D Design 

This is a two year course with an assessment period during Year 12. It comprises 
60% coursework, 40% externally set assignment. 

 

What do I need to study 3D Design at A level? 

Students who wish to follow either of these courses need to be self-motivated, 
creative, proactive and enthusiastic about the subject. Ideally you should have 
attained at least a grade 5 at GCSE in Art and Design. Occasionally we do take 
students on the course without this qualification but students will be expected to 
submit a portfolio of work and have an informal interview in this instance.  

 

What does the course involve? 

Students will produce coursework and an examination unit (externally set assignment) 
with a controlled test component.  Students are expected to: 

• Understand and explore the concepts and contexts of the work of 

contemporary artists, craftspersons, designers and photographers, plus other 

critical sources such as film, music and literature. 

• Explore and experiment with a range of materials. 

• Record from observation including taking photographic images. 

• Experiment and develop ideas through a range of practical and conceptual 

processes, working towards a final piece showing clearly how you have been 

informed by the work of contemporary artists, craftspersons, designers and 

photographers, plus other critical sources such as film, music and literature. 

• Present the work in an appropriate context e.g. sketchbook, mounted sheets, 

virtual folder, website, with an introductory written element. 

• Produce a substantial final piece (or pieces) of work. 

 

 

Art & Design: 3D Design 

AO1 – Developing ideas 

AO2 – Exploring appropriate resources 

AO3 – Recording ideas 

AO4 – Presentation of response  



 

Component 1 Project Portfolio (60%) 

 

Students will be asked to produce a range of images, artefacts and samples leading 
into three dimensional pieces of creative work.  

Portfolios will include: 

• A selection of thoughtfully presented pieces that demonstrates the breadth 
and depth of the course of study. 

• At least one extended collection of work or project, based on an idea, 
concept, theme or issue. This should demonstrate the student’s ability to 
sustain work from an initial starting point to a final outcome. 

• Evidence of their ability to research and develop ideas and link their work in a 
meaningful way to relevant critical/contextual materials. 
 

 

Component 2 Externally Set Assignment (40%) 

Students will choose one question from a choice set by AQA. Students must cover all 
four assessment objectives thoroughly during the examination period.  

Preparatory period – from February 1st 

Preparatory work should be presented in any suitable format, such as mounted 
sheets, design sheets, sketchbooks, workbooks, journals or models. 

Supervised examination – 15 hours 

In the 15 hours spread over a week, students must produce a finished outcome or a 
series of related finished outcomes, informed by their preparatory work. 

 

 

 

 

 
  



ART and DESIGN: 
TEXTILES 

This is a two year course with an assessment period during Year 12. It comprises 
60% coursework, 40% externally set assignment. 

 

What do I need to study TEXTILES at A level? 

Students who wish to follow either of these courses need to be self-motivated, 
creative, proactive and enthusiastic about the subject. Ideally you should have 
attained at least a grade 5 at GCSE in Art and Design. Occasionally we do take 
students on the course without this qualification but students will be expected to 
submit a portfolio of work and have an informal interview in this instance.  

 

What does the course involve? 

Students will produce coursework and an examination unit (externally set assignment) 
with a controlled test component.  Students are expected to: 

• Understand and explore the concepts and contexts of the work of 

contemporary artists, craftspersons, designers and photographers, plus other 

critical sources such as film, music and literature. 

• Explore and experiment with a range of materials. 

• Record from observation including taking photographic images. 

• Experiment and develop ideas through a range of practical and conceptual 

processes, working towards a final piece showing clearly how you have been 

informed by the work of contemporary artists, craftspersons, designers and 

photographers, plus other critical sources such as film, music and literature. 

• Present the work in an appropriate context e.g. sketchbook, mounted sheets, 

virtual folder, website, with an introductory written element. 

• Produce a substantial final piece (or pieces) of work. 

 

 

Art & Design: Textiles 

AO1 – Developing ideas 

AO2 – Exploring appropriate resources 

AO3 – Recording ideas 

AO4 – Presentation of response  



 

Component 1 Project Portfolio (60%) 

 

Students will be asked to produce a range of images, artefacts and samples leading 
into either two dimensional or three dimensional pieces of creative work.  

Portfolios will include: 

• A selection of thoughtfully presented pieces that demonstrates the breadth 
and depth of the course of study. 

• At least one extended collection of work or project, based on an idea, 
concept, theme or issue. This should demonstrate the student’s ability to 
sustain work from an initial starting point to a final outcome. 

• Evidence of their ability to research and develop ideas and link their work in a 
meaningful way to relevant critical/contextual materials. 

 

Component 2 Externally Set Assignment (40%) 

 

Students will choose one question from a choice set by AQA. Students must cover all 
four assessment objectives thoroughly during the examination period.  

Preparatory period – from February 1st 

Preparatory work should be presented in any suitable format, such as mounted 
sheets, design sheets, sketchbooks, workbooks, journals or models. 

Supervised examination – 15 hours 

In the 15 hours spread over a week, students must produce a finished outcome or a 
series of related finished outcomes, informed by their preparatory work. 
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BIOLOGY 

 

This is a two year course which is examined at the end of Year 13.  

There is no coursework that contributes to the grade, but there is a separate 

qualification called a CPAC. This is assessed as a pass or fail by exam boards, and is 

required for some university courses, but not all. 

 

Why study A Level Biology? 

Biology is an ever-expanding area of research and technology.  A qualification in 
Biology will open up for you many different career opportunities, ranging from work 
in the community as a doctor, physiotherapist or nurse, to careers in manufacturing 
or education. 
In order to be a successful Biologist you will need a wide range of skills; from 
interpreting and analysing data, to writing essays. 
 
 

What grades do I need to study Biology? 

The Biology Advanced level course is both demanding and stimulating.  To be 
accepted onto this course you must have a minimum of two grade 6s in a dual 
award Science or a 6 in Biology Single Science with a 6 in another science.  The new 
A Level course now contains 25 separate listed mathematical skills which you will be 
examined on so a grade 6 in Maths is required. 

 
During the first year you will study: 

Topic 1-  Biological Molecules 

Topic 2 – Cells 

Topic 3 – Transport and Exchange 

Topic 4 – Genetic Information, Variation and Relationships 

 

During the second year you will study: 

Topic 5 – Energy transfers (Photosynthesis and Respiration) 

Topic 6 – Response to Changes 

Topic 7 – Genetics, Populations, Evolution and Ecosystems 



Topic 8 – The Control of Gene Expression 

 

Practical Assessment: 

Coursework or controlled assessments no longer form part of the A Level Biology 
qualification. Instead, you will complete 12 practicals which will give you a separate 
practical endorsement that will stand alone from the A Level, known as the CPAC. 
Some courses such as Medicine and Biomed require the CPAC to be passed in 
Biology. 

 However, some of the skills developed in practicals will also be assessed through 
written questions in the terminal exams. 

 

Field Work: 

AQA A Level Biology stipulates that all students complete at least one day’s field 
work. At KES, this is in the form of a day visit to Robin Hoods Bay towards the end of 
the summer term. Here we also complete Required Practical 12, which is essential to 
pass your CPAC assessment. 

 

Examinations: 

Students will sit three exam papers at the end of their two years of study.  

Paper 1 ( 35%)  = Topics 1 to 4. 

Paper 2 ( 35%) = Topics 5 to 8 

Paper 3 ( 30%) = Synoptical ( All units) and practical skills questions 
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